
 

  

Ascension Episcopal Church 
  

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

October 18, 2020 
10:30 AM 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

The Rev Mark W. McDonald, Rector 
  

2525 Seagler Road, Houston, TX 77042-3119 
Telephone:  713-781-1330  

Email: office@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org 
www.ascensionepiscopalchurch.org   

  
  

The Episcopal Diocese of Texas 
www.epicenter.org 

  

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, Bishop 



 

2 

Welcome 
 

You’ve found home.  
 

 A church home, where whatever your background, however you see God today,   
no matter how challenging your journey is right now, you belong here.  

 

At Ascension Episcopal Church, we strive to be a welcoming and safe place for all people 
to belong. We hope you encounter the radical love of God and the love of His church 
community right here.  We’re a multi-generational spiritual center, with grandparents, 
parents, singles, teens and children living out the central invitation from Jesus to Love 
God, Love Others, and Serve the World. We smile a lot around here, and it’s authentic!  
We believe that people desire relationships over religion; our Sunday services are 
engaging and hope-filled. And, I believe that fun and church worship are not mutually 
exclusive. Love and joy are the byproducts of life with God and with each other.  Come see 
and experience the beauty and love of Christ with us.  

 
Welcome home! 

 

 
 

 The Rev. Mark W. McDonald 

 MISSION STATEMENT  
 

To love and worship Jesus Christ through scripture and prayer,  
To love and serve one another through fellowship and community outreach, 

To prepare and send out disciples to grow God’s kingdom. 

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of Almighty God in 
thanksgiving for His many blessings.  

All Saints Candle Lighting 

On November 1st, All Saint’s Sunday, we will be honoring those who have passed in the 
last year with a lighted candle near the altar. We are including all members of the parish 
whose services were held here, but if there is someone special you wish to honor, please 

email their name to the office by Monday, Oct 26th, so we may include them.  
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The Word of God 
 

Entrance Rite 
 

PRELUDE                 A Moment of Prayer     by David Paxton 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 594 God of grace and God of glory (Cwm Rhondda) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

 
  Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
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COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE (BCP p. 356) 
The following is said, all standing 
 
 Glory to God in the highest, 

  and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 

  we worship you, we give you thanks, 
  we praise you for your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 

  have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

  receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, 

  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
  in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the 
nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world 
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  
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The Lessons 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 
The people sit. 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

 1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him 
  and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2“I will go before you and level the mountains, 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,  
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 7I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; 
  I the Lord do all these things.” 

  
 

Silence may follow. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] 
Remain seated. 
 

 1Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
   sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
 

 2Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
   proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 

 3Declare his glory among the nations * 
   and his wonders among all peoples. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.   
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 4For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
   he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
   but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
 

 6Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
   Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
 

 7Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 
   ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
 

 8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
   bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 

 9Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
   let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 

 10Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! * 
   he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
   he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
   let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy  
 before the Lord when he comes, * 
   when he comes to judge the earth. 
 

 13He will judge the world with righteousness * 
   and the peoples with his truth. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
The people sit. 
 

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Thessalonika. 
 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and 
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sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 
your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every 
place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about 
it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had 
among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 
rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

  
 

Silence may follow. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
All stand. 

 
 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you 
are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference 
to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you 
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their 
malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the 
coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, 
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he 
said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they 
left him and went away. 
  

 
 
THE SERMON - THE REV. MARK W. MCDONALD 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 359) 
All remain standing. 
 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
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For all people in their daily life and work; 
 For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For Donald, our president, Greg, our Governor, Sylvester, our Mayor, for the city of 
Houston, for the nation, and for the world; 
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
 For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, the Presiding Bishop, Andy, our 
Bishop, Mark our Rector, and for all bishops and other ministers; 
 For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 
We Pray For: Frank, Ana Lupe, Cathie, Alice, Frances, Jackie, Annie, Landon, John, 
Dion, Sonny, Clara, John, Albert, Cory, David, Mark, John, James, Jack & Jean, 
Gina, Jean, Leyna, Bob, Shannon, Lance, Leigh, Lucia, Barbara, Angela, Carissa, 
Pete, Maria Isabel, C.J., Margaret, Gretchen, Mary, Mary, Henry, Maricarolyn, 
Louise, David, Melissa, Anthony, Valerie, and those known privately to us. 
 
We pray for all those afflicted by the COVID-19 virus, those who care for them, the 
friends and families of those who have lost the battle, and for all doctors, nurses, and 
medical personnel who are caring for the sick.  
 
We pray for peace in the world. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the  
Episcopal Church and in the Diocese of Texas Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Holy 
Cross of Sugar Land, St. Catherine of Sienna in Missouri City, and St. John's of 
Palacios.  
 
We invite you to offer your prayers at this time. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 
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Hear us, Lord; 
 For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  We thank you for the people 
who make up the Church of the Ascension.  We thank for your wonderful creation.  
We thank you for our family and friends.  We thank you for the opportunities you 
give us to serve in the Kingdom of God, and most of all, we thank you for your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
We invite you to offer you own thanksgivings at this time. 

 

Silence 
The People may add their own thanksgivings 

 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
 And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died, especially _________,  that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 

 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
 Who put their trust in you. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Leader and People 
 

 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us 
 our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us 
 by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor 
 and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant concludes with the following absolution. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Prayers for Birthdays, Anniversaries, and those who are Traveling  

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM     I Want Jesus to Walk With Me      arr. by Lloyd Larson  

(Sung by the Ascension Choir) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (BCP p. 361) 

The People remain standing. 

 
 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to 
new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 
SANCTUS  (BCP p. 362) 
Celebrant and People 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
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The People stand or kneel. 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
  

 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
People and Celebrant 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory,  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364) 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. This is the table, not of the Church, but of 
the Lord. It is made ready for those who love God and for those who hope to love 
God more. So, come, you who have faith and you who have doubts. Come if you 
have been here often, and come if you have not been here long. Come if you have 
followed, and come if you have stumbled,  Come, because it is the Lord who invites 
you. It is Christ’s will that those who seek him will meet him here at God’s table. 
Come! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Communion 
At this time there will be no wine offered.  In order to maintain proper health 

protocols, we ask that you wait for the ushers to release you to come forward to 
receive the host.  We thank you for your patience and ask that you maintain a 

minimum distance of 6ft from others.  Father Mark will hand you the host and you are 
asked to return to your seat as directed by the ushers, we apologize that we cannot  

offer the altar rail for prayers at this time. Thank you so much for your understanding.  
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COMMUNION HYMN Just a Closer Walk with Thee (LEVAS 72) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 
The Priest blesses the people, saying 
 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 362      Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty         Nicaea  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
In order to prevent congestion at the dismissal, we ask that everyone stay in their pew 

during the recessional hymn and the ushers will dismiss each pew moving from the back to 
the front, from the inner aisle of the church to the outer aisles.  Please wear your masks as 

you exit the church, do not stop to visit in the narthex, and remain 6ft apart at all times.  
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DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 

 
 
 
POSTLUDE   Recessional              by Robert Hughes 
 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

 Priest Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  


