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JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY.  
  

We offer two services; our 8:00 am Worship service is a Rite I Traditional Eucharist 
Service, without music and our 10:30 am Worship service is a Rite II Contemporary 

Eucharist Service with organ and choral music. 
  

Our Nursery is available from 10 to noon on Sunday mornings.  The safeguarded staff 
maintains a healthy and safe environment for your children.   

  

Join us in person in the Church Library for Adult Sunday School,  
from 9:30am to 10:15am.  

  
  

Voices of small children are always welcome. 
Please take a moment to silence your cell phone. 

Welcome 
You’ve found home.  

  

A church home, where whatever your background, however you see God today, no matter 
how challenging your journey is right now, you belong here. At Ascension Episcopal 

Church, we strive to be a welcoming and safe place for all people to belong. We hope you 
encounter the radical love of God and the love of His church community right here.   

  

We’re a multi-generational spiritual center, with grandparents, parents, singles, teens and 
children living out the central invitation from Jesus to Love God, Love Others, and Serve 

the World. We smile a lot around here, and it’s authentic!   
  

We believe that people desire relationships over religion; our Sunday services are engaging 
and hope-filled. And, I believe that fun and church worship are not mutually exclusive. 
Love and joy are the byproducts of life with God and with each other.  Come see and 

experience the beauty and love of Christ with us.  
  
  

 Welcome home! 
  

  
  The Rev. Mark W. McDonald 
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PRELUDE   Ding Dong Merrily on High   arr. S. Tucker 
 

The Word of God 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 87 Hark! the herald angels sing   MENDELSSOHN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

 

Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
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COLLECT FOR PURITY 
The Celebrant may say 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE 96       Angels we have heard on high     GLORIA 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10--62:3 
The people sit. 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a 
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 62:1For Zion’s sake I will 
not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines 
out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch.  2The nations shall see your 
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that 
the mouth of the Lord will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

 
 
Silence may follow. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 147 
Remain seated.  Please read responsively by half verse at asterisk.* 

 
 1Hallelujah!  How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 
 how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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 2The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem; * 
   he gathers the exiles of Israel. 
 
 3He heals the brokenhearted * 
   and binds up their wounds. 
 
 4He counts the number of the stars * 
   and calls them all by their names. 
 
 5Great is our Lord and mighty in power; * 
   there is no limit to his wisdom. 
 
 6The Lord lifts up the lowly, * 
   but casts the wicked to the ground. 
 
 7Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; * 
   make music to our God upon the harp. 
 
 8He covers the heavens with clouds * 
   and prepares rain for the earth; 
 
 9He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 
   and green plants to serve mankind. 
 
 10He provides food for flocks and herds * 
   and for the young ravens when they cry. 
 
 11He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 
   he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 
 
 12But the Lord has pleasure in those who fear him, * 
   in those who await his gracious favor. 
 
 13Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
   praise your God, O Zion; 
 
 14For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
   he has blessed your children within you. 
 
 15He has established peace on your borders; * 
   he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
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 16He sends out his command to the earth, * 
   and his word runs very swiftly. 
 
 17He gives snow like wool; * 
   he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 
 
 18He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
   who can stand against his cold? 
 
 19He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
   he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 
 
 20He declares his word to Jacob, * 
   his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 
 
 21He has not done so to any other nation; * 
   to them he has not revealed his judgments.  Hallelujah! 
 
SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
The people sit. 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Galatia. 
 
23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 
would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so 
that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer 
subject to a disciplinarian. 
 
 4:4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a 
slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

 
 
Silence may follow. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN 101 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed   CRADLE SONG 
All stand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:1-18 
All stand. 

 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 

 
 
THE SERMON - THE REV. MARK W. MCDONALD 
 
THE NICENE CREED - BCP P. 358 
All stand. 

 
 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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   On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - FORM VI - BCP P. 393 
Stand or kneel. 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
 For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For Joe, our president; Greg, our Governor; Sylvester, our Mayor, for the city of 
Houston, for the nation, and for the world; 
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
 For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, the Presiding Bishop, Andy, our 
Bishop, Hector, our Bishop Assistant, Mark our Rector, and for all bishops and 
other ministers; 
 For all who serve God in his Church. 



 

11 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  We pray for: Cathie, Alice, 
Frances, Todd, Landon, John, Dion, Sandra, Jim, Albert, Cory, David, John, James, 
Greg, Wanda, Jack & Jean, Lucia, Jean, Bobby, Lance, Lucia, Barbara, Angela, 
Olive, Lance, Carissa, Kelley, Laura, Pete, Maria Isabel, C.J., Margaret, Mary, 
Mary, David, Ann, Valerie, and those known privately to us. 
 

We pray for peace in the world; in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the 
Anglican Church of Central America and in the Diocese of Texas Cycle of Prayer, we 
pray for St. Paul's of Katy, St. Philip the Evangelist of Houston, St. Stephen's of 
Houston, and St. Thomas' of Houston. 
 

We invite you to offer your prayers at this time. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions. 

 

Hear us, Lord; 
 For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We thank you for the people 
who make up the Church of the Ascension.  We thank for your wonderful creation.  
We thank you for our family and friends.  We thank you for the opportunities you 
give us to serve in the Kingdom of God, and most of all, we thank you for your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

We invite you to offer you own thanksgivings at this time. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own thanksgivings 

  
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
 And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 

 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
 Who put their trust in you. 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
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Silence may be kept. 
  

Leader and People 
 

 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 in your compassion forgive us our sins,  
 known and unknown, 
 things done and left undone; 
 and so uphold us by your Spirit 
 that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of your Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 

 
ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE - BCP P. 360 
All stand. 

 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Prayers for Birthdays & Anniversaries and those who are Traveling  
If you are a visitor or guest, please fill out our newcomer card and place it in the offering 

plate.  During the service our prayer team is available on the south side of the church. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God. Ephesians 5:2 
 
AT THE OFFERTORY            A Lute Carol         by Mary E. Caldwell  

Soloist, Roger Tucker 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A BCP p. 361 
The People remain standing. 

 
 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great 
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
 
SANCTUS S 129   Holy, holy, holy    POWELL 

  
 

 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The People stand or kneel. 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
A period of silence is kept. 

 
FRACTION ANTHERM S 154          Christ our Passover HURD 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. This is the table, not of the Church, but of 
the Lord. It is made ready for those who love God and for those who hope to love 
God more. So, come, you who have faith and you who have doubts. Come if you 
have been here often, and come if you have not been here long. Come if you have 
followed, and come if you have stumbled.  Come, because it is the Lord who invites 
you. It is Christ’s will that those who seek him will meet him here at God’s table. 
Come! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 82   Of the Father's love begotten   DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

At the Communion 
At this time the wine is offered for intinction only.  The ushers will instruct you to 

come forward. Fr. Mark will distribute the host and the cup will be passed for 
dipping.  Please then return to your seat; we apologize that we cannot offer the 

altar rail for prayers at this time. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
The priest blesses the people 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 107     IN DULCI JUBILO 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

 
 
POSTLUDE    Noel VI    Louis-Claude D’Aquin  

 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God.  
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A year end reminder 
Tis the season of giving and Ascension gives thanks for every penny you are called to give.  

If you wish to make an end of year gift, we must receive it by Dec 31, 2021 in order to 
include it on the 2021 statement.  This is for all pledges and donations (flowers, brass, or 
building fund, etc.), so if we receive a check for Pledge 2021 on January 1, 2022, it will be 

recorded on your 2022 statement. If you don’t trust the mail, please drop it in the plate or 
at the office BEFORE Jan 1, 2022. These rules help us maintain our tax exempt status.  We 

thank you for fulfilling God’s ministry at Ascension Episcopal Church. 

Recycle your Broken or Unwanted Christmas Lights... 
The Houston Zoo collects dead, broken, and unused string Christmas lights.  Tom Sutton 

has been gracious enough to offer his services as transport.  There will be a collection box 
in the narthex to gather them.  Just bring them to church and drop them in.  The last day 

to drop them off will be January 7th.  Thank you, Tom!  

Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting will be held on January 23, 2022. We will have a luncheon, thank the 
exiting vestry members, welcome the new ones, review the past and future finances, and 
discuss other business. Please make plans to attend this important church function. 

Attention Ministry Heads! 
2021 has seen us slowly start to open and renew the activity in some of our ministries and 

we look forward to 2022 to engage all aspects of our fellowship.  We would like to hear 
from all ministry heads.  Please email the office a brief report to be included in the annual 
meeting letting us know what you’ve been up to, that you are still hanging in there, and 

what your hopes for 2022 are.  We want to share with the congregation all that Ascension 
offers and how they can get involved.  

The glorious poinsettia altar is given by many to the  
Glory of the Almighty God in thanksgiving for his many blessings, 
with special thanks to Tom and Dana. Ascension is grateful to all 

who gave to the Poinsettias and Christmas Music Funds.   

Holiday Office Hours 
The Church office will not have set hours for the week after Christmas (12/27-

01/01/2022). The church secretary will be checking email and voicemail regularly during 
this time. If you have questions or need assistance during this time, please do not hesitate 

to contact her.  If it is an emergency, please contact Fr. Mark directly.  
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Welcome Visitors 
Please take a moment to let us know who you are!!  Scan the 
QR code to the left and fill out the form.  This will allow us to 

connect with you and get to know you and your family.   

Giving 
A quick an easy way to give to the church!! If you would like to give 
your pledge, make a donation, contribute to the Christmas music or 
poinsettias, or any other reason, simply scan the QR code to the right, 
make your contribution, and leave a message as to what it is for.  

Your Current Vestry 
To Annual Meeting of 2022— Allison Garcia, Nigel Hypolite, Elizabeth Till, Julie Collins 
To Annual Meeting of 2023—Jim Anderson, Ken Kingdon, Dipo Ogunmesa, John Searle  
To Annual Meeting of 2024—Pam Schwabrow, Carroll Prasad, Troi Malveaux 

  December 26, 2021 January 2, 2022 January 9, 2022 

  
First Sunday after  

Christmas 
Second Sunday after  

Christmas 
Epiphany Sunday 

Vestry of the Week 
Troi Malveaux and Jim 
Anderson 

Julie Collins and  
Carroll Prasad 

Ken Kingdon and  
John Searle 

Altar Guild Dipuma Cole Sutton 

Lessons 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Gala-
tians 3:23-25; 4:4-7, 
John 1:1-18, Psalm 147 
or 147:13-21 

Jeremiah 31:7-14,  
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a, 
Gospel choice,  
Psalm 84 or 84:1-8 

Isaiah 43:1-7,  
Acts 8:14-17,  
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22, 
Psalm 29 

Ushers Edwin and Jolie Murvee 
Alayne and Warren  
Bryant 

Gemma Williams 

8 am Lect./Intercessor  Lisa May Carroll Prasad Glenn Criswell 

1030am Lect./Intercessor  Ngozi Adimora Carroll Prasad Ken Kingdon 

Stream Team Mike Black Cooper McDonald Carol Sempira 

Post Service Coffee 
Jim and Donna  
Anderson 

Joni McDonald and 
Roxanne Haase 

Need Volunteer 


