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Welcome
You’ve found home.
A church home, where whatever your background, however you see God today, no matter
how challenging your journey is right now, you belong here. At Ascension Episcopal
Church, we strive to be a welcoming and safe place for all people to belong. We hope you
encounter the radical love of God and the love of His church community right here.
We’re a multi-generational spiritual center, with grandparents, parents, singles, teens and
children living out the central invitation from Jesus to Love God, Love Others, and Serve
the World. We smile a lot around here, and it’s authentic!
We believe that people desire relationships over religion; our Sunday services are engaging
and hope-filled. And, I believe that fun and church worship are not mutually exclusive.
Love and joy are the byproducts of life with God and with each other. Come see and
experience the beauty and love of Christ with us.

Welcome home!

The Rev. Mark W. McDonald

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY.
We offer two services; our 8:00 am Worship service is a Rite I Traditional Eucharist
Service, without music and our 10:30 am Worship service is a Rite II Contemporary
Eucharist Service with organ and choral music.
Our Nursery is available from 10 to noon on Sunday mornings. The safeguarded staff
maintains a healthy and safe environment for your children.
Join us online for Sunday School. The lessons are sent out with the
virtual link on Sunday mornings. If you are not receiving the emails,
please verify your email with the secretary.
Voices of small children are always welcome.
Please take a moment to silence your cell phone.
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PRELUDE

In Pastures Green

Dale Wood

The Word of God
Entrance Rite
ENTRANCE HYMN 493

O for a thousand tongues to sing

AZMON

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355)
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355)
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SONG OF PRAISE S 278

The following is sung, all standing
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Glory to God

MATHIAS

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357)
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask
and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully
give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness
we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the
Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven
them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil
doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all
the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and
they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will
shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be
missing, says the Lord.
5
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will
live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.”
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Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
PSALM: Psalm 23

Remain seated. Please read responsively by half verse.
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The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

1

He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

2

He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.

3

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

4

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

5

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11-22
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Ephesus.
Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by
those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh
by human hands—12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having
no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his
flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that
is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law with its commandments and
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two,
thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through
the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18for through him
both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer
strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the
household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.
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6

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
SEQUENCE HYMN 645
All stand.

The King of love my shepherd is

ST. COLUMBA

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
All stand.

Priest

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

30
31

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.
He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a
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while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And
they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them
going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and
arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had
compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he
began to teach them many things.
53
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard
he was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in
the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak;
and all who touched it were healed.
Priest

The Gospel of the Lord.

People

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON - THE REV. MARK W. MCDONALD (BCP p. 358)
THE NICENE CREED (BCP p. 358)
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III (BCP p. 387)

The People may kneel or stand as they are able. The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, the Presiding Bishop;
Andy, Hector, Kay and Jeff, our bishops; Mark our Rector and for all bishops,
priests and deacons:
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for Joe, our President, Greg, our Governor, Sylvester our Mayor and for all
who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
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We pray for: Frank, Ana Lupe, Cathie, Alice, Frances, Todd, Landon, Anastacia,
Luke, Sarah, Paul, John, Dion, Jim, Albert, Cory, David, Mary, John, James, Jack &
Jean, Lucia, Gina, Jean, Leyna, Bobby, Shannon, Lance, Larry, Lucia, Barbara,
Angela, Carissa, Kelley, Pete, Maria Isabel, C.J., Margaret, Mary, Mary, Howard,
David, Melissa, Anthony, Valerie, and those known privately to us.
We pray for peace in the world.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of Rwanda and in
the Episcopal Diocese of Texas Cycle of prayer, we pray for Trinity of Jacksonville,
Trinity of Longview, and Trinity of Marshall.
We invite you to offer your prayers and thanksgivings. (The People may add their
own petitions.)
Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
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THE PEACE (BCP p. 360)
All stand.

Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Prayers for Birthdays & Anniversaries and those who are Traveling

If you are a visitor or guest, please scan the QR code in the announcements section
of this bulletin and give us your contact information. Let us connect with you!

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376)
The Celebrant says

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his
courts. Psalm 96:8
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need

arr. by Lloyd Larson

My Shepherd will supply my need, the God of love supreme;
In pastures green You let me feed beside the living stream.
You bring my wandering spirit back when I forsake Your ways.
And lead me for Your mercy's sake in paths of truth and grace.
When I walk through the shades of death Your presence is my stay;
One word of Your supporting breath drives all my fears away.
Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread;
My cup with blessings overflows, Your oil anoints my head.
The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days;
O may Your house be my abode, and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come;
No more a stranger nor a guest, but like a child at home.
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The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer A BCP pg. 361
The People remain standing.

Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our
Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

SANCTUS S 130

Celebrant and People
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Holy, holy, holy

Schubert/Proulx

The People stand or kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363)

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
FRACTION ANTHEM S 164

Jesus, Lamb of God

SCHUBERT/PROULX

INVITATION (BCP p. 364)
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. This is the table, not of the Church, but of the
Lord. It is made ready for those who love God and for those who hope to love God
more. So, come, you who have faith and you who have doubts. Come if you have been
here often, and come if you have not been here long. Come if you have followed, and
come if you have stumbled. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is Christ's
will that those who seek him will meet him here at God's table. Come!
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
We are pleased to welcome you to the altar rail for communion, however at this time we are
not offering wine. Please wait for the ushers will release you to come forward.
To receive communion put your right hand inside of your left to receive the bread.
To receive a gluten free wafer please place your palms together.
If you do not wish to receive communion, cross your hands over your chest to receive
a blessing.
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COMMUNION HYMN 324

Let all mortal flesh keep silence

PICARDY

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365)
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
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Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING

The Priest blesses the people,

RECESSIONAL HYMN 525

The Church's one foundation

AURELIA
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DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)
Priest

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

"Aurelia"

Don Hustad

From riteplanning.com.
Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of Almighty God in
thanksgiving for His blessings.

Looking Ahead
We are very excited to restore Ascension’s ministries to their full function. This last year
or so, we have survived, now it is time to move forward. This summer, we
will be meeting to plan the best course of action for each ministry, so when fall comes
we are prepared for a strong return to ministry. Please look forward to connecting with
Fr. Mark and your fellow parishioners as we shape Ascension’s future!.

Lay Readers, Intercessors, and Chalice Bearers: We will meet today after the
10:30 service. If you are, or would like to be a Lay Reader, Intercessor, and/or Chalice
Bearer, please attend this meeting.

Worship Committee Meeting: The worship committee meeting will be held on
Wednesday August 11 at 6pm. Current members of this ministry are asked to attend. If
you would like to know more about this ministry, please contact Fr. Mark.

Welcome Visitors
Please take a moment to let us know who you are!! Scan the
QR code to the left and fill out the form. This will allow us to
connect with you and get to know you and your family.
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Mission of Yahweh Children’s School Clothing Drive

For several years past, your generosity has enabled us to give 50 children at the Mission
of Yahweh a great start for the new school year. With all children returning to in person
learning, we are again asking you to make this happen. We will collect monetary
donations and purchased $50 Wal-Mart gift cards to distribute to the families, giving them
the dignity to shop on their own for appropriately sized shoes and clothes for their
youngsters. There is no extra shopping on your part; no worries about sizes, styles, or
quantity! Simply place your donation in the plate (please mark checks for Mission of
Yahweh). Approx. $50 will sponsor a child:
1 pair athletic shoes
~$15.00
1 package underwear
~7.50
1 package socks ~7.50
1 pair shorts
~5.00
1 t-shirt ~5.00
1 pair jeans
~10.00
Total with tax: ~$50.00

New Beginnings:

Priceless!

Any amount that you can give will
be a blessing to these children and
their mothers. Let’s send them all
back to school with confidence!
Contact Michelle Feagin with
any questions
at mfeagin1@comcast.net.

Mission of Yahweh’s URGENT NEEDS
Please see the following items that are desperately needed by the Mission of Yahweh:
Bottled Water (they go through 15 cases/week and summer has increased the need),
Deodorant (50 to 100), Cribs - (new infants arrived), Crib Mattresses and Sheets, Twin
Bed Sheets, Large Bath Towels and Washcloths, Women's Underwear (all sizes). They
are grateful for any help you can give to help meet the needs of their residents.

WHAM Recycling Center
The recycling station in the Parish Hall is set up to accept paper and plastic bags, egg
cartons, condiments, and individually wrapped plastic ware. These items are donated to
WHAM and are an excellent way to keep usable items out of landfills. However, we
cannot accept newspapers, aluminum cans or plastic bottles, please do not leave these
items to be thrown away. You are encouraged to find other ways to recycle these items.
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Vestry of the Week
Altar Guild

Lessons
Ushers
8 am Lect./Intrcssor
10 am Lect./Intrcssor
Stream Team

July 18, 2021
Eighth Sunday
after Pentecost
Jim Anderson and
Dipo Ogunmesa
Cole
Jeremiah 23:1-6, Psalm
23,
Ephesians 2:11-22,
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Cristina Mattern
and Margo Kaplan
Glenn Criswelll
Mike Black
Cooper McDonald

July 25, 2021
Ninth Sunday
after Pentecost
Elizabeth Till and
Troi Malveaux
Sutton
2 Kings 4:42-44,
Psalm 145:10-19,
Ephesians 3:14-21,
John 6:1-21
Liz and Chad
Goodman
Dick Stabell
John Searle
Charlie Goodman

August 1, 2021
Tenth Sunday
after Pentecost
Julie Collins and
Elizabeth Till
Morales
Exodus 16:2-4,9-15,
Psalm 78:23-29,
Ephesians 4:1-16,
John 6:24-35
Todd and Cindy
Breton
Todd Breton
Ngozi Adimora
Cooper McDonald

Your Current Vestry
To Annual Meeting of 2022— Allison Garcia, Nigel Hypolite, Elizabeth Till, Julie Collins
To Annual Meeting of 2023—Jim Anderson, Ken Kingdon, Dipo Ogunmesa, John Searle
To Annual Meeting of 2024—Pam Schwabrow, Carroll Prasad, Troi Malveaux
Staff:

The Rev. Mark McDonald, Rector
Alice Serralta, Organist Choirmaster
Ann Seitz, Bookkeeper
Samantha King, Office Administrator

mark@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org
alice@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org
finance@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org
office@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org

Thank you for
worshipping with us!
Have a Blessed Day!!
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