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Welcome
You’ve found home.
A church home, where whatever your background, however you see God today, no matter
how challenging your journey is right now, you belong here. At Ascension Episcopal
Church, we strive to be a welcoming and safe place for all people to belong. We hope you
encounter the radical love of God and the love of His church community right here.
We’re a multi-generational spiritual center, with grandparents, parents, singles, teens and
children living out the central invitation from Jesus to Love God, Love Others, and Serve
the World. We smile a lot around here, and it’s authentic!
We believe that people desire relationships over religion; our Sunday services are engaging
and hope-filled. And, I believe that fun and church worship are not mutually exclusive.
Love and joy are the byproducts of life with God and with each other. Come see and
experience the beauty and love of Christ with us.

Welcome home!

The Rev. Mark W. McDonald

Join us every Sunday.
We offer two services; our 8:00 am Worship service is a Rite I Traditional Eucharist
Service, without music and our 10:30 am Worship service is a Rite II Contemporary
Eucharist Service with organ and choral music.

Our Nursery is available from 10 to noon on Sunday mornings. The safeguarded staff
maintains a healthy and safe environment for your children.
Join us in person in the Church Library for Adult Sunday School,
from 9:30am to 10:15am.
Voices of small children are always welcome.
Please take a moment to silence your cell phone.
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PRELUDE

The Word of God
Entrance Rite
ENTRANCE HYMN 212

Awake, arise, lift up your voice

RICHMOND

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355)
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355)
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SONG OF PRAISE WLP 880

Christ our Passover

Vaughan Williams

SINE NOMINE

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357)
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Lessons
FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18
The people sit.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised
men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’
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This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where
we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between
them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s
house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying,
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message
by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak,
the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could
hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God,
saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
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Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
PSALM: Psalm 148

Remain seated. Please read responsively by half verse.*

5

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; *
praise him in the heights.

1

Praise him, all you angels of his; *
praise him, all his host.

2

Praise him, sun and moon; *
praise him, all you shining stars.

3

Praise him, heaven of heavens, *
and you waters above the heavens.

4

5

Let them praise the Name of the Lord; *
for he commanded, and they were created.

He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.

6

Praise the Lord from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;

7

Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing his will;

8

Mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;

9

Wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and wingèd birds;

10

Kings of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world;

11

Young men and maidens, *
old and young together.

12

Let them praise the Name of the Lord, *
for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is over earth and heaven.

13

He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, *
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah!

14
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SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6
The people sit.

A Reading from the Revelation of John.
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;
4
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”
5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
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Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
SEQUENCE HYMN 487
All stand.

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life

THE CALL
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 13:31-35
All stand.

Priest

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

[At the last supper, when Judas] had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man
has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.32If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to
the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.”
31

Priest

The Gospel of the Lord.

People

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON- THE REV. MARK W. MCDONALD+ (BCP p. 358)

THE CREED (BCP p. 358)
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 383)
Stand or kneel as you are able

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have
mercy.”
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of
our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, the Presiding Bishop; Andy, our
Bishop; Hector, our Bishop Assistant; Mark, our Rector; in the Anglican Cycle of
Prayer we pray for the Scottish Episcopal Church, and in the Diocese of Texas
Cycle of prayer we pray for Grace of Galveston, Holy Trinity of Dickinson, and
Mosaic Church Plant of Pearland. For all the clergy and people, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For Joe, our President, Greg our Governor, Sylvester our Mayor, and for the leaders
of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the city of Houston, for every city and community, and for those who live in
them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve
it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the
suffering, we especially pray for: Cathie, Alice, Frances, Todd, Landon, John, Dion,
Jim, Albert, Cory, David, Todd, Stephanie, John, James, Ellen, Greg, Jack & Jean,
Shirley, Suzanne, Lucia, Jean, Bobby, Dennie, Lance, Lucia, Barbara, Angela,
Olive, Lance, Carissa, Kelley, Laura, Pete, Maria Isabel, C.J., Margaret, Mary,
David, Ann, Valerie, and those known privately to us. Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy
We invite you to offer your prayers and thanksgivings at this time.
Silence
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners
and captives, Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died, in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without
reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and
all our life, to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.
Silence
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The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360)
All stand.

Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Prayers for Birthdays & Anniversaries and those who are Traveling

If you are a visitor or guest, please scan the QR code in the announcements section
of this bulletin and give us your contact information. Let us connect with you!
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The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Celebrant says

OFFERTORY ANTHEM If Ye Love Me by Thomas Tallis
If ye love me, keep my commandments.
And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another comforter,
that he may 'bide with you forever;
E'en the sp'rit of truth.

The Great Thanksgiving

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A BCP P. 361
The People remain standing.

Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us,
and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and
by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:
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SANCTUS S 129

Holy, holy, holy

POWELL

The People stand or kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy,
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
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Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363)
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
FRACTION ANTHEM S 154

Christ our Passover

HURD

INVITATION (BCP p. 364)
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. This is the table, not of the Church, but of
the Lord. It is made ready for those who love God and for those who hope to love
God more. So, come, you who have faith and you who have doubts. Come if you
have been here often, and come if you have not been here long. Come if you have
followed, and come if you have stumbled, Come, because it is the Lord who invites
you. It is Christ’s will that those who seek him will meet him here at God’s table.
Come!
AT THE COMMUNION
•
•
•
•
•

All baptized Christian welcome to receive communion.
To receive communion, place your right hand inside of your left to receive the bread.
To receive a gluten free wafer please place your palms together.
You may then either drink from the cup or dip the bread into the wine.
If you do not wish to receive communion, cross your hands over your chest to
receive a blessing.
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COMMUNION HYMN 82

Of the Father's love begotten DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365)
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
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Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING

The priest blesses the people

RECESSIONAL HYMN 296
We know that Christ is raised and dies no more

ENGELBERG
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DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)
Priest

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.

People

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE
From riteplanning.com.
Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of the Almighty God in
thanksgiving for His many blessings.

Baptisms
Our next baptism will be held on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, during the 10:30 service. If
you, your child, or someone you know is ready for Baptism, please contact Fr. Mark at
mark@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org If you would like to learn more about what it means
to be baptized, you may schedule a meeting with Fr. Mark or go to the baptism page on
our website, where you will also find the application for Baptism. Please turn in the form
by mail, email, or dropping it in the plate. Ascension will be honored to welcome you to a
life of grace through Christ our Lord.

Pentecost Celebration
We will be celebrating Pentecost Sunday with Baptism reception and lunch!! We will
be serving hamburgers and hot dogs, with sides and desert. Mark your calendars and
be sure to join us in celebration of the descent of the Holy Spirit!

Monday Evening Bible Study
Beginning Monday, June 6th, at 6:30 pm, we will begin our Monday evening Bible
study. The first study will consist of the exploration of the Book of Revelation.
Mark your calendars and plan to join us. More information will be
released as the date draws near.

Send in Your Updated Pictures!
We need current updated pictures for the directory! So snap a family photo, send in your
selfies, and get us your pictures. A lot has changed in the past couple of years.
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Adult Confirmation Classes
For any adult who would like to be confirmed, received, or reaffirmed, please speak
with Fr. Mark. We will be reaching out to some of you individually. Fr. Mark is
consulting with anyone who has expressed interest in joining the Episcopal church and
plans to host a confirmation retreat to teach what it means to become an Episcopalian,
and answer any questions you may have. It will tentatively be on a Saturday, from
approx. 10pm to 3pm, lunch will be served and childcare provided. The date will be
announced. If you would like to participate in this retreat please contact Fr. Mark at
mark@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org.

The Altar Guild needs you!
The altar guild is in desperate need of new members. All are welcome – women, men and
teens! We ready the Church each week for the services and communion and then clean up
after the services. It is as easy as following a checklist. Often, teams divide and conquer –
some set up while others do the cleanup. Currently, we have four teams, so each serves
about once per month. Ideally, we’d like to have more teams. Please email Dana Sutton
at desutton22@gmail.com if you are interested or if you just want to find out more.

Calling all SUPERHEROES!
Support West Houston Assistance ministries at their Annual Spring Dash on June 4 to run
and fight hunger and poverty in Houston! Dress in your fanciest cape and/or superhero
outfit and run or walk our 5K/1K. Everyone is invited to this in person race , kids,
colleagues, or bring along your neighbors! Make it a team building activity for your
company or a family affair! Everyone who registers will receive a finisher medal, T-shirt,
bib and a swag bag filled with goodies and sponsor gifts! After your heroic run and fight
against poverty (POW!), all superheroes will get to take a break,
receive their medals and enjoy the food, drinks, fun activities, and
raffles that will be available for them. Super Pets on leashes are
also welcome to join in the run and fun. Your support (registration,
sponsorship or donation) helps raise funds to provide critical
assistance to individuals and families who need food and financial
help. Your support also helps provide individuals with training and
education for better job opportunities. Sign-up by scanning.

Your Current Vestry
To Annual Meeting of 2023— Jim Anderson, Ken Kingdon, Dipo Ogunmesa, John Searle
To Annual Meeting of 2024— Pam Schwabrow, Carroll Prasad, Troi Malveaux, Jackie Bergquist
To Annual Meeting of 2025— Mike Black, Todd Breton, Funmi Falayi, Carol Goulet
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Welcome Visitors
Please take a moment to let us know who you are!! Scan the QR
code to the left and fill out the form. This will allow us to
connect with you and get to know you and your family.

Giving
A quick an easy way to give to the church!! If you would like to
give your pledge, make a donation, contribute to specialty music
or flower campaigns, or any other reason, simply scan the QR
code to the right, make your contribution, and leave a message
as to what it is for.
May 15, 2022
Fifth Sunday
after Easter
John Searle and
Carroll Prasad
Dipuma

May 22, 2022
Sixth Sunday
after Easter
Todd Breton and
Jackie Bergquist
Cole

May 29, 2022
Seventh Sunday
after Easter
Dipo Ogunmesa and
Pam Schwabrow
Sutton

Lessons

Acts 11:1-18,
Revelation 21:1-6,
John 13:31-35,
Psalm 148

Acts 16:9-15,
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5,
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9,
Psalm 67

Acts 16:16-34, Revelation
22:12-14,16-17,20-21,
John 17:20-26,
Psalm 97

Ushers

Liz and Chad Goodman Todd and Cindy Breton The Falayi Family

Vestry of the Week
Altar Guild

8 am Lect./Intercessor John Searle
1030am Lect./
Carroll Prasad
Intercessor
Charlie Goodman
Stream Team

Post Service Coffee

Mike and Sharon Black
and Isaac Griesbaum

Dick Stabell

Glenn Criswell

Allison Garcia

Ngozi Adimora

Cooper McDonald

Joey Serralta
Nifemi & Damisi Falayi
and Allison Garcia

Volunteer

Have a Great Week!
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