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Welcome 
You’ve found home.  

  

A church home, no matter your background, how you see God today, or how challenging your 
journey is right now, you belong here. At Ascension Episcopal Church, we strive to be a 

welcoming and safe place for all people to belong. We hope you encounter the radical love of 
God and the love of His church community right here.   

  

We’re a multi-generational spiritual center, with grandparents, parents, singles, teens and 
children living out the central invitation from Jesus to Love God, Love Others, and Serve the 

World. We smile a lot around here, and it’s authentic!   
  

We believe that people desire relationships over religion; our Sunday services are engaging and 
hope-filled; fun and church worship are not mutually exclusive. Love and joy are the byproducts 

of life with God and with each other.  Come experience the beauty and love of Christ with us.  

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY.  
  

We offer two services; our 8:00 am Worship service is a Rite I Traditional Eucharist 
Service, without music and our 10:30 am Worship service is a Rite II Contemporary 

Eucharist Service with organ and choral music. 
  

Our Nursery is available from 9:30 to noon on Sunday mornings.  The safeguarded staff 
maintains a healthy and safe environment for your children.   

  

From 9:30am to 10:15am, join us in person in the Church Library for Adult Sunday 
School and upstairs with Mrs. Allison for Children’s Sunday School. 

  
Voices of small children are always welcome. 

Please take a moment to silence your cell phone. 

Mission Statement 
  

It is the Mission of Ascension Episcopal Church 

to love and worship Jesus Christ through scripture and prayer,  

to love and serve one another through fellowship and community outreach,  

to prepare and send out disciples to grow God’s kingdom.  

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  Permission to reprint, 
podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-725275, and 
from CCLI license #287774. All music used with permission by St. James’ Music Press #29371  
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PRELUDE 
   

The Word of God 

 

Entrance Rite 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN 525  The Church's one foundation   AURELIA 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

 
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE S 278   Glory to God (Canticle 20)   MATHIAS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

 
 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 
The people sit. 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
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their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged 
him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 

 
 
Silence may follow. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Please read responsively by half verse at asterisk.* 

 
 1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 
 2Incline your ear to me; * 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
 for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
  for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
  for you are my tower of strength. 
 
 5Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
 
 15My times are in your hand; * 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 
 16Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
  and in your lovingkindness save me. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
The people sit. 
 

A Reading from the First letter of Peter. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.   4Come to him, a living 
stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like 
living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in 
scripture:  “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  7To you then who believe, he is 
precious; but for those who do not believe,  “The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a 
rock that makes them fall.”  They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do.  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

 
 
Silence may follow. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 1            CHRISTE SANCTORUM 
All stand.   Father, we praise thee, now the night is over 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 
All stand. 

 
 

[Jesus told his disciples,] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 
believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where 
I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if 
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you 
ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

 
 
THE SERMON 
 
THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 
 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation  
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again  
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 359) 
Stand or kneel as you are able 

  
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
 That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
 That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for Sean, the Presiding Bishop; Andy, Hector, Kai, Jeff , and Brian, our 
bishops; Desmond, our Interim Rector, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
 That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
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Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
 That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
 That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions. 

 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359) 
The Celebrant says 

 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Priest stands and says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Prayers for Birthdays & Anniversaries and those who are Traveling  
If you are a visitor or guest, please scan the QR code in the announcements section 

 of this bulletin and give us your contact information.  Let us connect with you!   
 

The Holy Communion 

 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 
 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his 
courts. Psalm 96:8 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM             arr. by Tony Alonso 

Come my Way, my Truth, My Life 
 
AT THE PRESENTATION H380, v3             OLD 100TH 

From all that dwell below the skies 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A BCP P. 361 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 



 

12 

 
 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, 
and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by 
his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
 
SANCTUS S 125     Holy, holy, holy    PROULX  
Celebrant and People 

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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The People stand or kneel. 

 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
People and Celebrant 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

  
A period of silence is kept. 

  
FRACTION ANTHEM S 154 Christ our Passover          HURD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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AT THE COMMUNION  
  

• All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion.  
• To receive the bread, place your right hand, palm up, inside of your left. 
• To receive a gluten free wafer please place your palms together. 
• You may then either drink from the cup or dip the bread into the wine. 
• If you wish to receive just a blessing, please cross your hands over your chest.  

 
COMMUNION HYMN  I, the Lord of sea and sky     WLP 812 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn cont. on next pg.  
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Celebrant says 
 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 518    WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
Christ is made the sure foundation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 

 
 

POSTLUDE 

Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Mother’s Day Tea 

The Children and administration of Ascension School cordially invite all Ladies of the 
Church to their Mother’s Day Chapel and Tea.  We will meet on May 8th at 9am in the 

church with a lovely Tea reception to follow.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Whitsunday - Pentecost is also Whitsunday.  In accordance with Canon 14.2 of the 

Diocese each parish is asked to make an offering for the Episcopal Endowment Fund on 
that date.  If you would like to contribute, please use the labeled white envelopes 
designated for this fund.  Checks written directly to the Diocese will be forwarded; 
checks written to Ascension with “Endowment Fund” in the memo line will be recorded 
and one large check sent from Ascension.  

May 24th is Pentecost Sunday!! 

Wear Red! - We will celebrate the gifts of the spirit on Pentecost Sunday on June 

8th. Pentecost is the celebration of the giving of the Holy Spirit to the whole church, the 
breaking down of walls between us and the sustaining grace calling into union with 
each other all around the world!!! We ask that you wear red to celebrate this day.  

Graduate Recognition Sunday  

Family and Friends, share your good news! On May 31, 2026, 
Ascension will honor high school, specialty programs, technical 
school, and college/grad school graduates. This is a very special 
occasion in your family member's faith journey, so mark your 

calendars and plan to attend the 10:30am service. We need to hear 
from you by May 25th with the student's name and a short bio including future plans to be 

printed in the bulletin.  Please email the church office with the names of any family 
members or friends of Ascension who are Spring 2026/Dec 2025 graduates.   

Ascension Feast Day!! 

Celebrating our namesake!! We will celebrate Ascension Day on May 17th with Ascension 
Day readings and a fabulous POTLUCK lunch to follow!!  Break out your secret recipes and 
bring a delicious treat to share.  Bring savory dishes, casseroles, salads, and desserts.  What 
ever your heart desires!  Mark your calendars and please join us for Ascension Feast Day!! 
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Pray for Us! 
Members of St. John the Divine have started an Ascension Prayer team 
composed of people from SJD and Ascension.  They meet in-person at SJD 
(2450 River Oaks Blvd, Houston, TX 77019) in the Parlor from Noon to 1 pm 
each Wednesday.  All are welcome to join. There is a TEAMS link for those 
who are unable to join in-person. (You should be able use the above QR code, though you 
may need to download the TEAMS app depending on your device.  [Details: Meeting ID: 
281 322 542 840 91, Passcode: ak6fH9ce].)  This is a mission critical piece of renewal and 
we are really excited!  

,  May 3rd May 10th May 17th 

  
Fifth Sunday  

of Easter 
Sixth Sunday  

of Easter 
Seventh Sunday  

of Easter 

Vestry of the Week 
Ken Kingdon and 
Amy Criswell 

Tom Downs and  
Volunteer 

Al Crosby and  
Tex Wariboko 

Altar Guild Sutton Smith DiPuma 

Lessons 

Acts 7:55-60,  
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16,  
1 Peter 2:2-10,  
John 14:1-14 

Acts 17:22-31, 
 Psalm 66:7-18,  
1 Peter 3:13-22,  
John 14:15-21 

Acts 1:6-14,  
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36,  
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11, 
 John 17:1-11 

Sunday School Teachers 
Allison Garcia &  
Julie Downs 

MOTHER’S DAY – NO 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Allison Garcia & Al 
Crosby 

Ushers The Falayi Family Edwin and Jolie Murvee Liz and Chad Goodman 

8 am Lect./Intercessor  Tom Downs  Ken Kingdon Glenn Criswell 

1030 am Lect./Intercessor  Ngozi Adimora Julie Downs Mike Black 

Acolyte Mathilde Claiborne Edlishia Murvee Mathilde Claiborne 

Stream Team Raul Magaña Mike Black Emerson Goodman 

Post Service Coffee 
Damisi Falayi and  
Allison Garcia 

Mike and Sharon Black 
Ascension  
Feast Day 

Bishop Visit 
Bishop Monterroso will be visiting Ascension on June 7, 2026.   

He will celebrate at the 10:30 service. His bio is available in the  
Happenings.  He thoroughly enjoyed our fancy coffee hour, so we will 

 host similarly.  Please contribute bite sized pastries or fruit.    
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It was great to see you.  
Have a great week! 

Prayers 
To make prayer requests, please write your request on the prayer card available in the 

narthex and drop it in the plate. You may also update, add, or remove prayer requests by 
sending an email to office@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org.  

  

Pray for peace in the world: In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for The Church of 
North India.  In the Diocese of Texas Cycle of Prayer, pray for St. Mark’s of Houston, 
Trinity of Baytown, and Trinity of Houston. 
  

Pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation: The Adimora-Nweke 
Family, Blake, Beatrice, Alice, Sharon, Alan and Ann, Joanna, David, Ronnie, Dion, 
Glorianna, Cory, Stephanie, Cora, Ellen, Jim, Jack, Ray, Rhonda, Lucia, Katy, Lucia, 
Angela, Pat, Olive, Carissa, Maria Isabel, CJ, Margaret, Pam, Megan, Ann, Valerie, 
and those known privately to us.  
  

Pray for our college students: Robert Downs, Nifemi Falayi, Charlie Goodman, 
Madeleine Mattern, Max Murvee, Temi Ogunmesa 

Giving  
A quick an easy way to give to the church!! If you would like to give 
your pledge, make a donation, contribute to specialty music or flower 
campaigns, or any other reason, simply scan the QR code to the right, 
make your contribution, and leave a message as to what it is for.  

Welcome Visitors 
Please take a moment to let us know who you are!!  Scan the QR 
code to the left and fill out the form.  This will allow us to connect 
with you and get to know you and your family.   


