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Welcome
You’ve found home.
A church home, where whatever your background, however you see God today, no matter
how challenging your journey is right now, you belong here. At Ascension Episcopal
Church, we strive to be a welcoming and safe place for all people to belong. We hope you
encounter the radical love of God and the love of His church community right here.
We’re a multi-generational spiritual center, with grandparents, parents, singles, teens and
children living out the central invitation from Jesus to Love God, Love Others, and Serve
the World. We smile a lot around here, and it’s authentic!
We believe that people desire relationships over religion; our Sunday services are engaging
and hope-filled. And, I believe that fun and church worship are not mutually exclusive.
Love and joy are the byproducts of life with God and with each other. Come see and
experience the beauty and love of Christ with us.

Welcome home!

The Rev. Mark W. McDonald

Join us every Sunday.
We offer two services; our 8:00 am Worship service is a Rite I Traditional Eucharist
Service, without music and our 10:30 am Worship service is a Rite II Contemporary
Eucharist Service with organ and choral music.

Our Nursery is available from 9:30 to noon on Sunday mornings. The safeguarded staff
maintains a healthy and safe environment for your children.
Join us in person from 9:30am to 10:15am in the
Church Library for Adult Sunday School,
and Upstairs for Children’s Sunday School.
Voices of small children are always welcome.
Please take a moment to silence your cell phone.
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PRELUDE

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Dave Bergquist, guitar

The Word of God
Entrance Rite
ENTRANCE HYMN 497
WIE SCHÖN LEUCHTET
How bright appears the Morning Star
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355)
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Priest

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355)
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
SONG OF PRAISE S 280

The following is sung, all standing

Glory to God

POWELL

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357)
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your wellbeloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples
of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under
his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the
Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven
them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil
doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all
the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they
shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd
them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing,
says the Lord. 5The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and
Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord
is our righteousness.”
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Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
PSALM: Psalm 46

Remain seated. Please read responsively by half verse.*
1

2

3

4

5

God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
Though its waters rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.
The Lord of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High.
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6

7

8

9

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; *
God shall help her at the break of day.
The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.
The Lord of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, *
what awesome things he has done on earth.
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11

12

It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; *
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
The Lord of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Colossus.
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power,
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in
the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him
and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
18
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.
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Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

SEQUENCE HYMN 708
All stand.

Savior, like a shepherd lead us

SICILIAN MARINERS

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43
All stand.

Priest

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father,
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”⟦ And they cast lots to
divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at
him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his
chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour
wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying,
“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
33
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And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve
for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you,
today you will be with me in Paradise.”
41

Priest

The Gospel of the Lord.

People

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON - THE REV. MARK W. MCDONALD+ (BCP p. 358)

THE NICENE CREED (BCP p. 358)
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Stand or kneel as you are able. The Leader and People pray responsively.

Priest: Recognizing that our gifts are miracles that enable our ministry, serve our
neighbors, and strengthen our community, we gather to offer our intentions,
petitions, and thanksgivings to God.
Leader: I ask your prayers for the Church, the inspiration and inheritance of our gifts
of wealth, works, and wisdom. Pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael,
our Presiding Bishop, Andy, our Bishop, Hector our Bishop Assistant; Mark our
Rector, and all bishops, priests and deacons.
[silence is kept for a time.]
When we give out of our abundance,
There is always more than enough.

Leader: I ask your prayers for the world, your greatest miracle. May we who inherit
this earth be wise stewards of Creation and kind caretakers of all your creatures. I
ask your prayers for those who lead our nations. For Joe, our President; Greg, our
Governor; Sylvester, our Mayor; for our legislative and judicial institutions, and for
all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world. May they use the
plentiful resources they steward to care for the people of the world.
[silence is kept for a time.]
When we give out of our abundance,
There is always more than enough.
Leader: I ask your prayers for our neighbors and all who need or request our prayers.
For those who are marginalized and oppressed; those who are sick and those who
are dying; for the lonely and isolated; for those who are suffering; and for those who
sleep on our streets. We pray for: Cathie, Alice, Frances, Landon, John, Dion, Jim,
John, Albert, Cory, Todd, Stephanie, John, James, Ellen, Greg, Jack & Jean, Shirley,
Lucia, Jean, Bobby, Dennie, Lance, Lucia, Angela, Olive, Carissa, Kelley, Laura,
Pete, Hillary, Maria Isabel, C.J., Margaret, Mary, David, Ann, Valerie, and family
and friends we name now.
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[silence is kept for a time.]

(The People may add their own petitions.)

When we give out of our abundance,
There is always more than enough.
Leader: I ask your prayers for those who have died. May they forever gather at your
table of plenty, sharing their gifts with love and joy.
[silence is kept for a time.]

We remember the members of our parish whose gifts, bequests, and intentions
provide inspiration and abundance beyond their lifetimes. When we give out of our
abundance,
There is always more than enough.
Leader: As the crowd gathered to hear Jesus preach shared two fish and five loaves,
they discovered that when their gifts were blessed, they increased and became a
blessing to others. We give you thanks for the uncountable miracles and blessings in
our lives.
[silence is kept for a time.]
When we give out of our abundance,
There is always more than enough.
Priest: May we, too, reach within ourselves to share our gifts with the world so that
our love overflows in a need-filled world. These and all things we ask in the name of
Your Son. Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
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For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360)
All stand.

Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Prayers for Birthdays & Anniversaries and those who are Traveling

If you are a visitor or guest, please scan the QR code in the announcements section
of this bulletin and give us your contact information. Let us connect with you!

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Come Build a Church

by Ken Medema

The Great Thanksgiving

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A BCP P. 361
The People remain standing.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
11

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and
life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:
SANCTUS S 130

Celebrant and People

12

Holy, holy, holy

SCHUBERT/PROULX

The People stand or kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to
suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363)
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
FRACTION ANTHEM S 154

Christ our Passover

HURD

INVITATION (BCP p. 364)
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. This is the table, not of the Church, but of the
Lord. It is made ready for those who love God and for those who hope to love God
more. So, come, you who have faith and you who have doubts. Come if you have
been here often, and come if you have not been here long. Come if you have followed,
and come if you have stumbled, come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is
Christ’s will that those who seek him will meet him here at God’s table. Come!
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AT THE COMMUNION
•
•
•
•
•

All baptized Christian welcome to receive communion.
To receive communion, place your right hand inside of your left to receive the bread.
To receive a gluten free wafer please place your palms together.
You may then either drink from the cup or dip the bread into the wine.
If you do not wish to receive communion, cross your hands over your chest to receive
a blessing.

COMMUNION HYMN 324

Let all mortal flesh keep silence

PICARDY
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365)
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

BLESSING (BCP p. 366)

The Priest blesses the people, saying

The Lord bless you and keep you. Amen.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you. Amen.
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you
and give you peace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION HYMN 494
Crown him with many crowns
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DIADEMATA

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)
Priest

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you wherever He may
send you, may He guide you through the wilderness, protect you
from the storm, may He bring you home rejoicing, at the wonders
He has shown you, may He bring you home rejoicing once again
into our doors.

People

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Crown Him with Many Crowns

arr. by Mary McDonald
(Not kin to Fr. Mark)
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The Altar flowers are given to the glory of the Almighty God
in thanksgiving for His many blessings and in celebration of
our Stewardship season.

Stewardship and the Feast of
Gratitude
Thank you to all for your generosity!! Pledges will
be placed on the altar and blessed at both services. If you brought yours with you today,
you will be called forward to place it with the others. Then join us after the 10:30 service
in the Parish Hall, with the amazing sides you have provided for our Feast of Gratitude!
Thank you, Carol Goulet and the Parish Life Committee for set up and organization. Thank
you, Holy Smokers for the delicious meat!
We look forward to seeing you there!

Let us smoke a turkey for you
Ascension Church is smoking Turkey Breasts for $40 each for you to enjoy at your family's
Thanksgiving dinner. Pickup will be at Ascension Church on Wednesday, Nov. 23, between
4:30 PM and 6 PM. Turkey Breast is approximately 8 to 10 pounds before cooking. There
is a limited number of turkeys, and orders are already being placed, so place your order
today (either through the online/texted link, or speak with Sam).

Salvation Army Christmas
“Forgotten Senior” Program
There is only one bag left!! The Forgotten Seniors Program continues
until the bags are returned on Sunday, Dec. 4th. The tags have gift
suggestions but good common sense comes in handy. There are no
limits of how many or how few gifts you place in the bags. ($60 is a
good rough estimate per bag.) After the Angel “tags” are picked up,
the gifts purchased and returned to Ascension, they will be picked up
by the Salvation Army and distributed to the neediest of “Forgotten Seniors.”

Dates and Deadlines:
Nov 20 - Stewardship Blessing and
Celebration Feast
Nov 24 - Happy Thanksgiving!
Nov 27 - First Sunday of Advent
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Dec 4 - Forgotten Senior Bag Return
Dec 6 - St. Nicholas Chapel
Dec 7 - International Festival
Dec 19 - Poinsettia/Christmas Music
Dedication Deadline

Children's Choir
The Children's Choir will be singing on December 10th during the 10:30 service. They will
practice in the sanctuary, immediately following the 10:30 service for 15-20 minutes.
Parents can mingle outside. The choir is open to children’s/youth grades K through 8.
Rehearsals are cancelled today for the Feast of Gratitude.

Vestry Nominations
Do you know a person who has demonstrated a passion for Ascension and shown
themselves to be a leader? Today through December 19th, we will take nominations of
people you think will be good vestry members. Each nomination should include the
nominee’s name, and what you think qualifies them for this leadership position. We ask
that you speak to them first about their willingness to serve. They should be confirmed
pledging members who are in good standing. Thank you for your help in this process
which is vital to the ongoing life of Ascension. Just drop their information in the plate or
speak to our current Senior Warden, John Searle.

Christmas is Coming!
Christmas Music Underwriters
Please make an offering to help underwrite the Christmas
Guest Musicians expense. Donations may be mailed,
placed in the offering plate, brought to the church office,
or made online. (Be sure checks “for Choir Fund/
Christmas Brass” on the memo line.) You may dedicate
your the gift in memory of, in honor of, in thanksgiving for, etc., and the
contribution will be acknowledged in the Christmas orders of service. Thank you
for your support of the Music Department. The deadline for the printed
dedications is December 19th.

Christmas Poinsettia Offerings
Please sign-up to donate and dedicate a poinsettia. We ask that
you sign the flower chart in the narthex and write your dedication
in the book below the chart. The dedications may be made in
honor of someone, in memory of someone or in thanksgiving for all
the wonderful things that God has put in your life. The cost is $25, but any
donation amount is welcome. Any questions can be directed to the office or to
Mrs. Ann Burton. The deadline for the printed dedications is December 19th.
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Your Current Vestry
To Annual Meeting of 2023— Jim Anderson, Ken Kingdon, Dipo Ogunmesa, John Searle
To Annual Meeting of 2024— Pam Schwabrow, Carroll Prasad, Troi Malveaux, Jackie Bergquist
To Annual Meeting of 2025— Mike Black, Todd Breton, Funmi Falayi, Carol Goulet

Welcome Visitors
Please take a moment to let us know who you are!! Scan the QR code to the
left and fill out the form. This will allow us to connect with you and get to know
you and your family.

Giving
A quick an easy way to give to the church!! If you would like to give your pledge,
make a donation, contribute to specialty music or flower campaigns, or any other
reason, simply scan the QR code to the right, make your contribution, and leave a
message as to what it is for.

Vestry of the Week
Altar Guild
Lessons
Ushers

November 20

November 27

December 4

Last Sunday after
Pentecost

First Sunday
of Advent

Second Sunday
of Advent

Jackie Bergquist and
Todd Breton
Cole

Funmi Falayi and
Dipo Ogunmesa
Dipuma

Jim Anderson and
Troi Malveaux
Cole

Jeremiah 23:1-6, Psalm
46, Colossians 1:11-20,
Luke 23:33-43

Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14,
Matthew 24:36-44,

Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1
-7, 18-19 Romans 15:413, Matthew 3:1-12,

The Falayi Family
Glenn Criswell
Tim Sloan
Enoch Falayi
Nifemi & Damisi Falayi
and Allison Garcia

Gemma Williams

Todd and Cindy Breton
8 am Lect./Intercessor
Ken Kingdon
1030am Lect./Intercessor Todd Breton
Cooper McDonald
Stream Team
Joni McDonald and
Post Service Coffee
Roxanne Haase

Have a Happy
Thanksgiving!!
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Tex Wariboko
Mike Black
Jim Anderson and
Donna Mahoney

