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Welcome
You’ve found home.
A church home, where whatever your background, however you see God today, no matter
how challenging your journey is right now, you belong here. At Ascension Episcopal
Church, we strive to be a welcoming and safe place for all people to belong. We hope you
encounter the radical love of God and the love of His church community right here.
We’re a multi-generational spiritual center, with grandparents, parents, singles, teens and
children living out the central invitation from Jesus to Love God, Love Others, and Serve
the World. We smile a lot around here, and it’s authentic!
We believe that people desire relationships over religion; our Sunday services are engaging
and hope-filled. And, I believe that fun and church worship are not mutually exclusive.
Love and joy are the byproducts of life with God and with each other. Come see and
experience the beauty and love of Christ with us.

Welcome home!

The Rev. Mark W. McDonald

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY.
We offer two services; our 8:00 am Worship service is a Rite I Traditional Eucharist
Service, without music and our 10:30 am Worship service is a Rite II Contemporary
Eucharist Service with organ and choral music.
Our Nursery is available from 10 to noon on Sunday mornings. The safeguarded staff
maintains a healthy and safe environment for your children.

Join us in person in the Church Library for Adult Sunday School,
from 9:30am to 10:15am.
Voices of small children are always welcome.
Please take a moment to silence your cell phone.
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PRELUDE

Cantus

Gilbert Martin

The Word of God
Entrance Rite
ENTRANCE HYMN 494

Crown him with many crowns

DIADEMATA

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355)
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Priest

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355)
The Celebrant may say
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE S 280
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Glory to God (Canticle 20)

POWELL

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357)
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your wellbeloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples
of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under
his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of Daniel.
As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire.
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A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand thousands
served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.
13
As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the
clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him.
14
To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations,
and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.
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Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.
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Silence may follow.
PSALM: Psalm 93

Remain seated. Please read responsively by half verse.
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The Lord is King; he has put on splendid apparel; *
the Lord has put on his apparel and girded himself with strength.

He has made the whole world so sure *
that it cannot be moved;
Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; *
you are from everlasting.
The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; *
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.
Your testimonies are very sure, *
and holiness adorns your house, O Lord, for ever and for evermore.

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8
The people sit.

A Reading from the Revelation of John.

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be
a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.
7
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who
pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and
who is to come, the Almighty.
4b
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Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
SEQUENCE HYMN 435
All stand.

At the Name of Jesus

KING'S WESTON

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 18:33-37
All stand.

Priest

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell
you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My
kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered,
“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
33
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Priest

The Gospel of the Lord.

People

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON - THE REV. MARK W. MCDONALD
THE CREED (BCP p. 358)
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
8

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 328)

Stand or kneel as you are able. After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an
appropriate response, as directed.

Priest

In gratitude for all we have received, every perfect gift that comes from
God above, we gather to offer our intentions, petitions, and thanksgivings
to God.

Leader We pray for the Church, founded on the gift of your Word, and for all who
gather to worship, praise, and work. Pour your blessings on Justin,
Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, Presiding Bishop Andy and Hector,
our Bishops, and our clergy and leadership. Pray for the Church.
Silence
May we who witness your power in the world, be ever grateful for Every Perfect Gift.
Which comes from God above.
We pray for the world, your greatest Gift to us, and the gift of all Creation. We pray
for the welfare of our planet, and for the wise stewardship of our world. Bless and
guide our President, Joe, Greg, our Governor, Sylvester, our Mayor, our legislative
and judicial institutions, and the members of our local government. May they
forever care for the people they represent and work for peace and justice. I invite
your prayers for our world, either aloud or in the silence of our hearts.

Silence
May we who witness your power in the world, be ever grateful for Every Perfect Gift.
Which comes from God above.
We pray for the work of our church in the world. As we enter this season of
intention and focus on the gifts that we give, inspire us to be generous with our time,
our talent, and our treasure.

May we who witness your power in the world, be ever grateful for Every Perfect Gift.
Which comes from God above.
We pray for our neighbors and all who need or request our prayers. We remember
the sick, the lonely, the suffering; those oppressed domestically or abroad and those
in prison; for all who give care and comfort to those in need; for the poor and those
who sleep on our streets;
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We pray for: Ana Lupe, Cathie, Alice, Frances, Todd, Landon, John, Dion, Jim,
Albert, Cory, David, John, James, Cora, Greg, Jack & Jean, Lucia, Jean, Leyna,
Bobby, Lance, Lucia, Barbara, Angela, Olive, Lance, Carissa, Kelley, Laura, Pete,
Maria Isabel, C.J., Margaret, Mary, Mary, David, Ann, Valerie, and those known
privately to us.
Silence

May we who witness your power in the world, be ever grateful for Every Perfect Gift.
Which comes from God above.
We pray for those who have died. May they rest in peace and may light perpetual
shine upon them.
Silence
May we who witness your power in the world, be ever grateful for Every Perfect Gift.
Which comes from God above.
It is impossible to number the blessings we have received, the many gifts that we
have been given and those we share with the world. For what are you thankful
today?

Silence
May we who witness your power in the world, be ever grateful for Every Perfect Gift.
Which comes from God above.
Priest:

With grateful hearts we thank you, Abundant God for hearing the faithful
prayers of your people, granting them grace and love and blessings for
Every Perfect Gift.
Amen.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
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Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360)
All stand.

Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Prayers for Birthdays & Anniversaries and those who are Traveling

If you are a visitor or guest, please scan the QR code in the announcements section
of this bulletin and give us your contact information. Let us connect with you!

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376)
The Celebrant says

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his
courts. Psalm 96:8
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Let All Things Now Living arr. by Sondra K. Tucker
Flutist: Sondra Tucker
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The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer A BCP pg. 361
The People remain standing.

Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to
new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:
SANCTUS S 129

Celebrant and People
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Holy, holy, holy

POWELL

The People stand or kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363)
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
FRACTION ANTHEM S 154

Christ our Passover

HURD

INVITATION (BCP p. 364)
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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At the Communion
At this time the wine is offered for intinction only. The ushers will instruct you
to come forward. Fr. Mark will distribute the host and the cup will be passed for
dipping. Please then return to your seat; we apologize that we cannot offer the
altar rail for prayers at this time.

COMMUNION HYMN 324

Let all mortal flesh keep silence

PICARDY
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365)
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING

The Priest blesses the people.

RECESSIONAL HYMN 450 All hail the power of Jesus' Name
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CORONATION

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)

Priest

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.

People

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE

Coronation

arr. by Joseph Prentiss

From riteplanning.com.
Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of the Almighty God,
in thanksgiving for his many blessings.

NOVEMBER 28!:
Bishop Monterroso’s Visit
The Bishop is coming!! Bishop Monterroso will be celebrating with
us on November 28. He is looking forward to confirming, receiving,
and reaffirming anyone who has been moved to join the Episcopal
Church. If you would like to join the church, or would like more
information, please speak with Fr. Mark.
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Stewardship Ingathering and Celebration
We are looking forward to the ingathering and celebration.
INGATHERING: We ask that you please return your pledge reflecting your 2022
pledge by the ingathering date, November 28, so it may be lifted to the glory of
the Almighty God in thanksgiving.
CELEBRATION: We are having BBQ!! Our grill masters will be firing up the grill and
providing the meat, our Parish Life Team is providing sides and we want YOU to bring
desert!! Whatever sounds good to you! We look forward to a wonderful variety of sweets.
We thank you in advance for your pledge, which allows us to plan for the ministries and
operations in the upcoming year. We understand the challenges faced by many this year
as we have all uniquely been effected by the pandemic. Now more than ever it is
especially important to prayerfully consider what you are able to give to help Ascension
Church remain a strong and influential community presence.

Salvation Army Christmas “Forgotten Senior” Program
Declares Success!!
All bags were picked up!! And thank you to all who did so. Please remember to return the
filled bags on or before Sunday, November 28th, so they may be placed at the Altar for
Blessing. The “Forgotten Seniors” receiving these gifts will be most grateful.
The definition of a “Forgotten Senior” is a person who is over 62 years old, meets the
federal minimum poverty guidelines and is not registered with the Salvation Army with any
program. They have fallen thru the cracks and in many cases have no advocates. That is the
reason for the term “Forgotten Seniors.” Thank you for supporting this wonderful
program to help others who have not been as blessed, - Julie Collins

Children’s Choir
The Organist Choirmaster, Alice Serralta would like to put together a children’s/youth
choir, for grades K through 8, to sing at Christmas time. Plans are to practice in the
sanctuary immediately following church for 15-20 minutes. Parents can mingle
outside. Rehearsals will begin the second Sunday in November (11/14), and continue for 4
weeks. The children’s choir will sing on Sunday, December 12th during the service.

WHAM is Collecting Blankets
As the temperature drops, many homeless people find themselves sleeping on the streets
with no means to stay warm. The supplies at WHAM are depleted quickly. Please drop off
blankets, gloves, jackets, and socks M-F 9-5, to the side door of WHAM’s Administrative Office at 10501 Meadowglen Ln, Houston 77042 or place items in the WHAM donation box.
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Christmas is Coming!
Christmas Music Underwriters - Please make an offering to
help underwrite the Christmas Guest Musicians expense.
Donations may be mailed, placed in the offering plate, brought to
the church office, or made online. (Be sure checks “for Choir Fund/
Christmas Brass” on the memo line.) You may dedicate your the
gift in memory of, in honor of, in thanksgiving for, etc., and the contribution will be
acknowledged in the Christmas orders of service. Thank you for your support of the
Music Department. The deadline for the printed dedications is December 20th.

Christmas Poinsettia Offerings - You may sign-up to donate and
dedicate a poinsettia. We ask that you sign the flower chart in the
narthex and write your dedication in the book below the chart. The
dedications may be made in honor of someone, in memory of someone
or in thanksgiving for all the wonderful things that God has put in your
life. The cost is $25, but any donation amount is welcome. Any questions can be
directed to the office or to Mrs. Ann Burton. The deadline for the printed dedications
is December 20th.

Vestry Nominations
Do you know a person who has demonstrated a passion for Ascension and shown
themselves to be a leader? Today through December 19th, we will take nominations of
people you think will be good vestry members. Each nomination should include the
nominee’s name, and what you think qualifies them for this leadership position. We ask
that you speak to them first about their willingness to serve. They should be confirmed
pledging members who are in good standing. Thank you for your help in this process
which is vital to the ongoing life of Ascension. You may use the nomination form below.
Just fill it out, tear it out and drop it in the plate.
TEAR HERE

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ------------ - - - - -Vestry Nomination:
To the best of my knowledge, _____________________________________is a
pledging, confirmed member in good standing. I believe they will serve Ascension
well because __________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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COVID Update
The Houston Covid 19 threat level has been reduced to orange, therefore the wearing face
masks at our services is recommended but not required. We do ask you to continue to
wash and sanitize your hands, and not attend services if you are feeling sick.
November 21, 2021

November 28, 2021

December 5, 2021

Christ the King Sunday

First Sunday of Advent

Second Sunday of Advent

Ken Kingdon and
Carroll Prasad
Dipuma
Jeremiah 33:14-16, 1
Thessalonians 3:9-13,
Luke 21:25-36,
Psalm 25:1-9

8 am Lect./Intercessor
10 am Lect./Intercessor
Stream Team

Jim Anderson and
Julie Collins
Morales
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14,
Psalm 93,
Revelation 1:4b-8,
John 18:33-37
Alayne and Warren
Bryant
Glenn Criswell
Todd Breton
Carol Sempira

Post Service Coffee

Coming Soon...

BBQ Luncheon

John Searle and Pam
Schwabrow
Cole
Baruch 5:1-9, or Malachi
3:1-4, Philippians 1:311, Luke 3:1-6, Canticle
4 or 16
Cristina Mattern and
Margo Kaplan
Glenn Criswell
John Searle
Cooper McDonald
Cristina Mattern and
Margo Kaplan

Vestry of the Week
Altar Guild
Lessons
Ushers

Gemma Williams
Lisa May
Carroll Prasad
Mike Black

Your Current Vestry
To Annual Meeting of 2022— Allison Garcia, Nigel Hypolite, Elizabeth Till, Julie Collins
To Annual Meeting of 2023—Jim Anderson, Ken Kingdon, Dipo Ogunmesa, John Searle
To Annual Meeting of 2024—Pam Schwabrow, Carroll Prasad, Troi Malveaux
Staff:

The Rev. Mark McDonald, Rector
Alice Serralta, Organist Choirmaster
Ann Seitz, Bookkeeper
Samantha King, Office Administrator

mark@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org
alice@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org
finance@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org
office@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org

Welcome Visitors
Please take a moment to let us know who you are!! Scan the
QR code to the left and fill out the form. This will allow us to
connect with you and get to know you and your family.
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