
  

Hope you all had a great summer.   We have a lot of good things 

in store for the fall and want to give you a snapshot of the 

months ahead.   
 

We are a great supporter of WHAM.  Every year as school 

begins, they have specific needs.  So for this fall we would like 

you to focus on their top five needs:  
 

1. Size 5 diapers 

2.Jelly/jam any flavor in plastic jars if possible (for the 

homeless clients);We will not refuse glass jars 

3.cup -a-soup for the homeless clients 

4. Dry beans of any kind 

5. Can soups/ramen noodles. 
 

Ministry Leader Luncheon, Aug 23rd  

For the leaders of our many ministries: 

After church on Aug 23 around 11:45am, we have invited our ministry leaders to a leader luncheon.  We will 

discuss the life and health of the ministries.  Also, we want to know how the clergy and the staff can 

support the leaders.  Finally, we will discuss this year’s Ministry Fair [see Sept 13th below].  
 

Farewell Reception for Paul Belk, Aug 30th  

Join us after the 10:30 service to say goodbye to Paul Belk our newcomer minister.  It is with bittersweet 

emotion that we bless Paul Belk's transition to full-time counseling.  It is the right thing for his career and 

his family.  I will personally miss him deeply and the church will miss his many God-given gifts and abilities, 

especially in welcoming newcomers. 
 

Stock Holder’s Dinner and Mission follow up, Aug 29th  

If you are a stock holder in our summer mission trip you are cordially invited to our Aug 29th stock holder 

event.  The Mission to Dulac was excellent.  We were able to bless three families, especially Ms. Lillian!  

Through home remodeling; we connected as community of missioners; and we worshipped God in thought, 

word, and a lot of deed.  Speaking of good deeds…. 
 

Mission and Outreach 

We are engaged in ministry with Walnut Bend Elementary.  We raised over $2000 for school uniforms!! 

(See page 21.) Please contact Deacon Mary at deacon@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org for details on how to 

become a mentor to kids at risk of falling significantly below grade level in reading proficiency. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
 2015 

ASCENSION T IDINGS 

continued on next page 
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Reading Program at Walnut Bend 

Adam Brown and Deacon Mary have dug into this ministry opportunity.  Loving Houston helped us clarify 

what we are doing.  We are going to engage the “Read Houston Read” program to help us move from 

theory to practice.  Did you know that kids who can’t read at a third grade level in third grade rarely catch 

up without help?  If you want to change the world this is a great place to start. 
 

Hurricane relief collection, Month of August 

Hurricane season is upon us and we collected cleaning supplies from our church families that are available 

to be distributed. Your generosity filled over 50 buckets. If you know of a neighbor or friend who is 

affected by flooding or other disasters let us know. We want to be there for those in need, so let us know 

if they have had flooding, tornado or other natural disaster so we can get one of our Disaster Buckets 

ready. We will have blessing service on Labor Day and we will pray over the gifts. 
 

Labor Day celebration, Sept 6th 

Thank Local Heroes!  Do you know a police/firefighter or EMS? If so please invite them to Ascension Labor 

Day Sunday to be recognized, thanked and to receive a special blessing at the 10:30am service. If you 

want to bake some special nut free cookies, bring them to share with our local Heroes.  Mission and 

Outreach will be collecting these offerings in the month of August, so they can be delivered with an 

invitation to join us September 6th.   Just a reminder: NO Breakfast or Sunday School that day. 
 

Rally Day, Sept 13th  

On Sept 13th we would like to have Sunday School kick-off/sign up and Ministry fair in the parish hall 

from 9am -10:15am.  It would be a “traditional” rally day, in that ministries would setup booths and 

information.  The two differences will be: 
 

 Timing – 9am to 10:15am 

 Food- instead of cookies at the ministries we will have a “brunch off”.  Each ministry can make migas, 

pancakes, rolls, whatever and we could have prizes for the best x, y, z food.  There might be mimosas 

if you have been more nice than naughty.   You can’t vote for mimosas as best drink! 

Children’s choir kicks off this day. 
 

First Parents’ Night Out of the year, Sept 12th  

Please Sign-up as a volunteer, the first PNO is one of the best attended and the more volunteers we have 

the more families we are able to reach through this ministry.  
 

Rector’s Splash in Movie, Sept 19th, Saturday 
 

Adults: come for barbeque, adult beverages and bocce ball at the Rector’s house and bring your kids.  

Start time is 6pm and our “splash in movie” starts at dusk. 
 

LETTER FROM THE RECTOR…(CONT.) 
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Kids: “inside out” the movie will be in our backyard with kiddie pools for kids’ seating.  Movie starts at 

7:15pm (fifteen minutes after sundown.) Old timers /newbies; single / married; empty nesters / young 

parent, etc are warmly encouraged to come.  Normally, open house is on Sunday, but in order in to 

accommodate the movie and school schedules we moved it to Saturday. 

September 20th is a busy day.  See all this going on: 

Hot Breakfast returns on Sept 20th 

 

Seafarers, Sept 20th  

Help bless those who make global trade possible with care packages.   There are 1.5 million people who 

work in maritime global trade.  Most of the men and women who work on international cargo vessels have 

recently been prohibited from leaving their vessel regardless of how long the ship is in port.  They need all 

the TLC they can get.  Please see the list at the end of the Tidings; the Ingathering will be October 18th  

 

Sunday School, Sept 20th First Session with Deacon Mary 

To kick off our year, please join a two week class (Sept 20th and Sept 27th) led by Deacon Mary Reddick.  It 

is great way to get to know Mary, as well as to understand the theology and practice of the diaconate.   

 

Adult Sunday School will have a special focus, Oct 4th - Nov 22nd  

I am excited to announce the Adult Sunday School that will run for ten weeks following Deacon Mary’s 

class.  It is on the teachings from Daring Way, entitled: 10 Guideposts for Wholehearted Living From Daring 

Greatly.  See the lessons below.  It is great series about finding yourself through cultivating and letting go.    
 

1. Cultivating Authenticity: Letting Go of What People Think  

2. Cultivating Self‐Compassion: Letting Go of Perfectionism  

3. Cultivating a Resilient Spirit: Letting Go of Numbing and Powerlessness  

4. Cultivating Gratitude and Joy: Letting Go of Scarcity and Fear of the Dark  

5. Cultivating Intuition and Trusting Faith: Letting Go of the Need for Certainty  

6. Cultivating Creativity: Letting Go of Comparison  

7. Cultivating Play and Rest: Letting Go of Exhaustion as a Status Symbol  

 and Productivity as Self‐Worth  

8. Cultivating Calm and Stillness: Letting Go of Anxiety as a Lifestyle  

9. Cultivating Meaningful Work: Letting Go of Self‐Doubt and “Supposed To”  

10. Cultivating Laughter, Song, and Dance: Letting Go of Being Cool and “Always in Control” 

 

Youth and Children’s Sunday School, Sept 20th  

Sunday School classes for children and youth will meet upstairs in the parish hall, and are divided into three 

age groups to provide age-appropriate instruction.   Younger children (aged 3 through 1st grade) will enjoy 

music, stories and games as they learn about many of the most significant stories and people of the Bible.  

Older children in grades 2 through 5 will develop a deeper understanding of the Episcopal faith through the 

exploration of scripture, tradition and worship.  Our Youth in grades 6 through 12 will discuss age-

appropriate real life issues, and learn how the Bible can be their guide. 
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Game Night, Oct 3rd 

Game night!   It is for all parishioners.  Our last game night was excellent and had many families.  This go 

round we are going to include games that our adult parishioners might enjoy as well like Mahjong and 

Bunko. 
 

Blessing of the Animals, Oct 4th  

This year we are celebrating the Feast of St. Francis and blessing of the animals at 3pm, on Sunday October 

4th.  We are considering hosting this year’s blessing off campus at perhaps CAPS, Ace Hardware on 

memorial, or a local shelter.  We will let you know as the date draws nearer.  
 

Financial Peace University, kick off Oct 5th @ 6pm 

The Berries are again offering Financial Peace University.  You can find the details on page 19.  Classes will 

be Monday evenings at 6pm.  There is a cost associated with the class and if this is what stops you from 

taking the course, please email rector@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org for help. If you need a financial 

reboot, please commit to taking this class.  
 

National Night Out, Oct 6th 

Turn on the lights Ascension and show our great hospitality, it’s National Night Out!  We are inviting our 

neighbors and parishioners to stop by for refreshments.  We look forward to welcoming our neighbors 

during an evening to make friends and make the community safer. If you live close to church, please let 

your neighbors know that we would love to meet them. 
 

Children’s Choir in church, Oct 11th  

We will celebrate all the hard work of our children’s choir and their dedicated leaders on Sunday, October 

11th.  Be sure to come to worship and hear our Ascension children praise God through song. 
 

Stewardship Kick Off, Oct 18th, Together in Faith 

We go into our stewardship campaign Together in Faith starts Oct 18th.  Where:   

 Money is mission 

 Mission is mission 

 Service is mission 

 Relationship is mission 

 Love is the mission 
 

Trunk or Treat, October 24th @ Dusk 

We are looking forward to Trunk or Treat in the Ascension parking lot: bring your gluten-free artisanal 

cookies or deep fried Oreos to give to the kids.  We need a couple of leaders who would be willing to 

cheerlead and organize the event. 
 

Sudanese Guest Preacher, Pastor David, October 25th 

We would like to highlight African cultural tradition of offering first fruits during the 10:30am service. 

During this service the Sudanese congregation’s band and pastor will be highlighted.  These Sudanese 
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Dear Ascension family, 
 

It is will much bittersweet emotion that I will be leaving my 

position as Newcomer Minister at the end of July. As most of you 

know, I finished my studies in counseling this past December and 

have been working part time with a private practice in Spring 

Branch, as well as part time with you at the church. The time has 

finally come for me to jump head first into my career calling and 

become a full-time counselor. 
 

The work I have done at Ascension since I began in April of 2013 

has been some of the most meaningful of my life, and the 

relationships I have formed with so many of you have meant more than you can imagine. I also give many 

thanks to the Ascension staff for the work and fun we have had together, especially to Todd for being one 

of the best bosses I’ve ever had! 
 

My hope is that I will have left at least a small mark on the Ascension community. Without a doubt, it has 

grown me in innumerable ways. Now however, I will be turning the reins over to you, the people of 

Ascension, to pick up the work I am leaving behind. More precisely, I’m giving back something that was 

always yours. I have only ever been a cheerleader and organizer. It has always been you that have invited, 

welcomed, and connected new people into the church and our ministry. So keep on growing! 
 

And of course this is not “goodbye,” but more “see you again soon.” Certainly, I will enjoy sleeping a little 

later on Sunday mornings (and miss the fun of getting to hear Todd’s sermons twice every week), but I 

won’t forget how much of a home Ascension has been and always will be to me. 
 

 Faithfully, 
 

 Paul 

NEWCOMER M INISTER FARWELL 

disciples use Ascension’s sanctuary on Sunday afternoons, and they have agreed to play for our first fruits 

service.  It will be a blended service between our two traditions.  All disciples of Jesus can dance and shimmy 

their first fruit gifts to the Altar.  This Sunday we will not have communion at the 10:30 service in order to 

highlight our privilege to give our best, instead of simply receiving.  Pastor David will be preaching.   Much 

more to follow in the next Tidings. 
 

Nov 15th, Together in Faith, Stewardship Ingathering 
 

  Peace,  

 

  Pastor Todd Bryant 
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with Deacon Mary  

 

Hello! I am the new face here on the church campus, new here as well 

as recently ordained. It has not taken me long to be very thankful to be 

placed at Ascension. I am a great believer in God’s timing and He has 

assuredly meant for me to be here at this time when so many new 

things are waiting to get going. But…back to the beginning for a short 

while.  
 

My father was career Army, so my hometown was the Midwest but his roots were also in Texas-so I have 

lived here off and on for most of my life. My husband Max and I have been married for 45 years, living in 

Houston since 1973. We have three grown children happily residing all over the world. I am still waiting for 

one of them to get married and for grandchildren. In the meantime, I am sharing giggles with wonderful 

children around me. I attended Baylor University and University of Missouri St Louis, graduating with a BA in 

English Literature. For over 20 years, I have been working full time managing my husband’s office.  
 

Five years ago, I began to answer a persistent call from the Lord by starting formal discernment to ordained 

ministry. This culminated in June of 2015 when I was ordained into the Vocational Diaconate after 

graduating from the Iona School for Ministry. For those who are interested in more details about deacons…I 

will be teaching 2 Sunday School classes in September about that exact topic. When I began the lengthy 

process, I was often asked what area of ministry I thought I would be doing. I really did not have an answer 

to that question, but along the way God has moved me in specific directions. At first I was sort of surprised, 

but now I can only think…of course! God has been equipping and training me for many years in the area of 

youth, children of all sorts and ages.  
 

For two years I have been working with Houston reVision as their Mentee Recruiter (this is a newly minted 

job description BTW). reVision works with gang affected and adjudicated youth. My specific job is to visit 

youth in locked down facilities to meet and greet them for the first time to invite them into the ministry. 

We also have founded the first youth group in a prison. Now I find that I am being called into the broader 

category of At Risk children in the younger ages. We have the opportunity to offer hope for the future in 

our communities-that is certainly one of the areas God is sending me.  
 

Enough with me already! I am on campus for breakfast on 

Sundays between the services and for coffee. I hope to meet 

and chat with all of you and get to know each other the old 

fashioned way. I am also in hopes that we will be ministering 

with each other in some of our new or revamped offerings. 

Your suggestions and opinions are welcome and all hugs will 

be returned. Please remember I do not know how you usually 

or used to do it….so if it is important to you, let’s chat about it.  

REACH OUT 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Yes literally in all departments there are openings! I envision setting up a 

couple of committees to develop, oversee and administer programs. If this is 

something you want to do-please email me (on the run I do not have paper) 

and include your specific interests, education, training and or talents. We will 

need all sorts of talents-some I know of now and some will be cropping up. It 

is easier for me to commit to an opportunity if I know what our talent pool 

holds. Also let me know if you prefer or need day, evening or weekend. And please remember, I do not 

know you yet or your gifts….I need some guidance from you.  

 

If you want to be a worker bee…we will need those too. Send me your interests and availability. Sometimes 

I will have things we need to cover that I will not have time to get publicity out for in advance. I already 

have needs for regular volunteers and some intermittently and some every now and 

then. We need you, your gifts and your prayers.  

 

WALNUT BEND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROJECT  

 

We are really excited about our new relationship with Walnut Bend. We have all sorts of 

opportunities that are very needed. Our first has been the School Uniform drive. While 

we have a big push for the beginning of school, there will also be an ongoing need through the year-so if 

you have not donated yet, there is still time. Research in the areas of learning and brain functioning are 

showing how important individual contact is for children. Families that are on the lower end of the earning 

scales often do not have as much time as children need to read well and achieve in school and life. The 

programs we will be working with through Making it Better at Walnut Bend help children and their families 

in these areas. Some of the opportunities are: 

 Lunch Bunch-once a week having a 30 minute lunch with 3-4 children in the 4th or 5th grade at school 

during their normal lunch. You will be with the same children all year-ladies with girls and men with 

boys. You will be supplied with topics and training that will cover manners, social situations, reading…

general life skills. I can share with you that lunch in school these days is a great experience and you will 

become a very anticipated person by your group every week. This will be assigned on one day of the 

week (in the mid week usually).  

 assistants with Reading intervention. Making it Better furnishes professional reading tutors for the 

students-they need assistants who would work in small groups for enrichment. This happens on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings in variable shifts (you would choose).  

 Ready, Set, Read-a program on Thursday mornings at the apartments near the school for 30 minutes. 

You would assist working with mothers and their children. The program has a facility in the unit that is 

used for all of the programs. This helps teach mothers how to work effectively with their young children 

in an environment that is close and comfortable for them.  

 Family Literacy Nights on Thursday nights in the apartment facility. We would assist with activities.  

 



8 

Background checks and one training session in September are required to participate. Training date is not 

set at this time, but we anticipate one daytime and one evening session to be offered. Basically-if you have 

an interest, we will try to find a place for you to join the team. We have the opportunity to make a big 

difference in our neighborhood, enriching our lives and the lives of children and their families. Ascension 

has already shown me that you have a huge heart for helping others. I look forward to working with all of 

you in this new venture.  

 

OUTREACH MISSION TRIP in October  
 

This fall our Outreach Mission Trip is scheduled for October 17th. We will be going to The Center in 

Houston-near Dallas and Shepherd. The Center works with adults with developmental disabilities assisting 

them live dignified lives with opportunities. They have residential care and training during the day for 

those in the community in a variety of areas to assist them become self sufficient. The Center even has 

facilities where their adults work in various occupations right on the grounds. They have been working 

with this community for 50 years and quite honestly I am astounded by the breadth of their programs for 

this very special population.  

 

We have the joy of sponsoring a party for the residents…featuring pizza (one of their favs) and offering 

some creative activities around preparing them for Christmas….making their Christmas cards and a gift or 

two. Most of them do not have much money and this will help them get ready for the holidays. We will 

also host some of their favorite games. This is a special opportunity for fellowship with a group of people 

who face a different world than we do with grace and persistence. One of the things these special people 

need are individuals to bond with and be with. This is sometimes called the Ministry of Presence. We plan 

to do this as a group in a party format in October, celebrating our joy of Christ’s birth in advance. I hope 

you will join us…please look for details in coming communications!  

 

I have only been at Ascension for a month. I am excited about the beginnings and look forward to getting 

to know you-hearing your stories and thoughts. Please join me in some of these areas and let’s spend 

some time together in the fields of the Lord forming strong bonds along the way.  

 

Your sister in Christ,  

Deacon Mary  

Reach Out cont. from pg. 7 



9 

MEMBERSHIP 
Pledges and Statements 

Thank you to everyone who has pledged to the ministries of Ascension Episcopal Church.  Third Quarter 
Statements will go out near the beginning of October.  A note of caution, cash in the plate is more secure 
than cash sent through the mail.  I am especially grateful to those who helped me to make corrections in 
our records.  We need your input if we are to stay up-to-date.  Ascension is a community and in order to 
reach out and support each other it is important to have current contact information.  Please take a 
moment to give us changes in address, e-mail, and/or telephone number(s) by contacting Leslie through a 
phone call the office or emailing her at membership@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org.  You may also put the 
information on a Newcomer’s Card and drop it in the plate any Sunday. 
 

Baptisms 

We look forward to the baptism of Emily Fox on August 23rd.  If you or someone 
you know is interested in learning about baptism and what it means liturgically, go  
online to http://www.ascensionepiscopalchurch.org/baptisms.html for an 
explanation.  If you have questions that are not answered by the online 
information, Pastor Todd is eager to answer any questions for your baptism or 
that of your child.  If you are ready to be baptized, there is an online application 
that maybe downloaded and printed.  Just go to the church website at the above address and click on the 
pdf at the bottom of the article, print out and complete the Application for Baptism.  You may send it snail 
mail, scan and email it to membership@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org , or simply drop it in the plate on 
Sunday morning.   We wish to welcome you to a life of grace through Christ our Lord. 

 

Dear Ascension, 
 

We are overwhelmed with the generosity of your congregation. 
The "clothes closet" at Walnut Bend is now organized and  full with 
beautiful  new uniforms for our student's whose family's  are 
financially unable to purchase them. Costco did an excellent job of 
packing and labeling the various sizes. (So happy, you ordered 
some skirts ...as the younger girls love to wear them)  There are 
many young children who will be able to attend school in clean new 
uniforms and there is no way we could have done it without you!!  
Thank you again for your generosity.  

 

With appreciation, 

Cynthia 
 

Cynthia Tanner, RN BSN MSEd 

School Nurse 

Walnut Bend Elementary School 

AMAZING!!! 
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ASCENSION SCHOOL 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

We are definitely in the Back to School mode of operation for the month of 

August and mid-September.  Our school year begins on Tuesday, August 18th, 

with a beginning enrollment of 123 in our school and 48 in our ELP program.  This 

is the largest initial enrollment we have had in our school population for the last 6 

years.  Our infant ELP population continues to be in demand and we are looking 

to expand our space for infants in the next year if possible.  The School Board and 

Vestry are working together to plan for this growth. 
 

In the month of September, I hope to see many of you at the Ministry Fair on Sunday, September 13th.  I 

will be sure to bring a breakfast favorite so stop by our table.  We have our Back to School Bash on Friday, 

September 18th, on the large field with balloon twisters, face painting, Chick-Fil-A dinner, and a family 

movie on the big screen.  We celebrate with Holy Communion on Tuesday, September 29th at 8:30.  This 

chapel is for students in grades 1-5, all parishioners and their families are welcome to join us. 
 

October is a month of several celebrations.  We invite all grandparents and special friends to attend chapel 

with their grandchild or special child on Tuesday, October 20th at 9 am.  We have a reception in the Parish 

Hall and our fall Book Fair is ready for all to attend.  The fall Book Fair will be open on Sunday, October 18th, 

for the parish to enjoy.  On Thursday, October 22, we have our annual Spaghetti Dinner.  Our second and 

third grade parents sponsor this event each year with great food and fellowship, please join us!  We 

celebrate All Saints Chapel on Friday, October 30th at 9 am in the church.  We always have room for 

parishioners to join us. 
 

We hope you can join us for some of our events; it is a blessing to be at Ascension Episcopal School.  We 

thank you for your support in all we do. 
 

 Faithfully, 

  

 Nancy Clausey 

 Head of the School 

We got a new parking lot!! 
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 -Dr. Nancy Taylor Ginsburg 
 

Sunday, August 2nd marked the Festival of Christ the King! In many 

denominations, this begins the season of Kingdomtide … a time to consider and 

rejuvenate our role in God’s Kingdom here on earth. Deacon Mary will be leading 

Ascension in outreach; it’s a perfect time of the year for her ministry at Ascension 

to begin to flourish. We’re steppin’ out! 
 

And we’re steppin’ up to the worship challenge! Worship equips us! We come 

together in worship to praise God, to give thanks for His many blessings in and through us, to pray, and to 

celebrate His love for us through the gift of His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ…the Living Word. This always 

makes me think music!  
 

Ascension Parish Choir: Join Us! The fellowship is awesome! 

Parish Choir will resume Wednesday evening rehearsals on Wednesday, August 12th at 7:00 p.m. On Sunday 

mornings, the choir will continue to gather at 9:30 a.m. to make final preparations for the worship service.  

Here’s a Parish Choir secret: Choir on Wednesday night is a huge mid-week “refresher”! We come together, 

share, consider the messages we deliver through song, sing (a bunch!) and pray. It’s invigorating!!  
 

Ascension Children’s Choir: Mark you calendars NOW. The children’s choir will have its first rehearsal on 

Sunday, September 13th.  Rehearsal will begin after the 10:30 service, as soon as the children have had some 

refreshment and a bit of a stretch – at about 11:45! Rehearsal will be held in the chapel across from the 

nursery; parents and families can visit outside or in the parish hall while we rehearse.  While you’re marking 

your calendars, please note that we’re singing in 10:30 worship on Sunday, October 11th. We have three (3) 

rehearsals!! (A full schedule for the fall will be provided at the first rehearsal.)  
 

Much has happened this summer that will continue to infuse our worship with inspired music: our organist, 

Suzanne Anderson, has attended American Guild of Organists (AGO) regional conventions; I have attended 

several choral conferences and reading sessions and am carefully planning music for worship through 

January 2016; and an angel has provided Ascension with a much-appreciated gift for music purchases!  
 

It is both my joy and my privilege to serve the Lord in worship and praise through the gift of music. I 

continue to give thanks for the Holy Spirit and the work the Lord is doing in and through each of us at 

Ascension! To God be the glory!! 

 

Blessings & Joy!  ... Nancy 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 

CHILDCARE IS AVAILABLE ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS!  

Please bring your child/children with you to Ascension and join the 
choir! The Parish Choir wants to grow … and we need your voice! 
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Sunday School 
Another fun-filled year of Children’s Sunday school classes begins on 
September 20th!  Sunday School is the perfect place for your child to learn 
more about scripture and tradition, to discover their gifts and talents and how 
they can share these with others, and to develop lifelong friendships with the 
other children in their Ascension family.  As parents, we all are working to help 
our children develop a relationship with God and to learn how to live in 
relationship with others.  Having two children myself, I know what a daunting 
talk this can be!  Let our fabulous Sunday school team partner with you to help 
your children develop and live into the fullness of their faith.   
 
I’m so excited about our new curriculum this year!  Lessons are experiential, so kids will not just hear or 
read the lesson – they’ll experience it.  They will also learn how to take the lesson and apply it to their 
lives so that they can become “doers” of the Word.  Children will draw closer to Jesus in their own unique 
way.  Lessons are also relational, so kids will become friends as they learn.  All of this is packed into just 45 
minutes each week! Why would anyone not want their child to join us?? 
 
Our classes will continue to be divided into three age groups so that our children can receive age 
appropriate instruction.   
 
3 Yrs. through 1st Grade – Children in this group will be treated to thirty-seven well-known Bible stories 
and Psalms from the beautifully illustrated Tomie dePaola’s Book of Bible Stories. Crafts, games and role 
plays will help bring the most memorable stories and people of the Bible to life for our littlest learners! 
 

Grades 2 though 5 – Children in this age group will participate in a lectionary based curriculum, “Living 
the Good News”.  Lessons presented to the older students allows for a deeper understanding of the 
Episcopal faith through the exploration of scripture, tradition and worship.  Lessons are interactive and 
use crafts, games and activities to make learning meaningful and fun. 
 

Grades 6 through 12 – Our Junior and High School students will discuss age-appropriate real life issues, 
and learn how the Bible can be their guide.  They will also work on community projects throughout the 
year. 
 
Ascension has the best group of teachers and students around!  Our kids are amazing, and never cease to 
amaze me at their insight and wisdom.  Our numbers are growing each year – don’t let your kids miss out 
on this wonderful opportunity!  We are looking forward to seeing all of you at 9:30 on September 20th! 
 
Sunday School Ministry Opportunities 
As I said previously, we have the best and most dedicated group of Sunday school teachers right here at 
Ascension.  They come faithfully on each of their assigned Sundays loaded with activities to help bring the 
Bible alive to our kids.  One of the things I love most is that they each have their own teaching style.  
Some love crafts, and help our kids create amazing art that help them to remember the lesson taught that 
particular day.  Others love drama, and bring costumes and props to have the students actually become 
participants in the story.  Others are great at leading lively discussions, helping our children think beyond 
the basics of the story and discover the true meanings of passages.   

D IRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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“Invitation Sunday”   

September 20th is Invitation Sunday.  Ask your 

friends, neighbors, or a complete stranger to 

Ascension this Sunday.  Sometimes all it takes 

is being asked.  Postcards like the one seen 

on the right will be available in the narthex 

every Sunday through September 14th.  

Please take a few and pass them out to 

anyone and everyone.  

Whatever their style, they are each a great blessing to the children and families of Ascension.  While many 
are returning this year, changes in family circumstances and moves have unfortunately caused a few of 
our teachers and assistants to leave our team.  So…….we are looking for a few new team leaders!   
 

Teachers  - Teachers work on a rotating basis, and usually only teach once per month.  All curriculum and 
supplies are provided.  We need teachers for all age groups.   
 

Assistants – Assistants also work on a rotating basis.  No planning is required – all you have to do is show 
up on your assigned Sunday and be willing to help the teacher with anything they need, assist students 
with crafts, etc.  Assistants are critical to our ministry, as Safeguarding regulations require that there are 
at least two adults in the classroom at all times.  Without our assistants, we can’t have class! 
 

If you are interested in joining our Sunday school team as either an assistant or teacher, please contact 
Robi Lasiter at robilasiter@gmail.com   

Parents’ Night Out 
Our first PNO of the new school year will be held on Saturday, September 13th from 5:00 until 9:00 pm.  
September’s PNO is always a special one, as we reconnect with many of the families and children from 
Ascension School, and have the opportunity to meet many of the new ones as well.  Volunteers for this 
special outreach ministry are always needed!  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Robi 
Lasiter at robilasiter@gmail.com 

Sunday, September 20th 

 Come explore faith with us. 

Ascension  
Episcopal Church 

2525 Seagler Rd. 

Houston, TX 77077 

Invitation Sunday 

Service Times 

8:00am & 10:30am 
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Dulac Mission Trip 
 
On June 7th, 16 members of Ascension packed into 
four cars and headed out to Dulac, Louisiana for 
our first summer Mission Trip in many years.  Dulac 
rates among the poorest communities in the 
nation.  It is located in the bayous of the southern-

most reaches of the state, where water and swamp outnumber dry land.  We were to participate in the 
Dulac Community Center’s Housing Rehabilitation Program, which addresses community housing repair 
needs.  The Center’s goal is to help improve the quality of life for the families of Dulac by preserving 
housing and/or make the home safer.  Many of the homes are in major disrepair, largely due to 
hurricanes that pass through the area. Families in the program are asked to furnish supplies, but they rely 
on volunteers who donate their time to provide the labor.   
 

We were asked to divide into three groups, and were driven to three 
different work sites.  The first site was the home of Ms. Lillian, an 
absolutely delightful and charming 83 year old woman who was 
thrilled to see us drive up.  She has lived in her small home for nearly 
50 years, where she raised seven children.  She explained that her late 
husband had always taken such good care of their home, but with his 
passing 4 years ago, things had started to fall into disrepair.  Her porch 
and the stairways leading to it were in desperate need of re-painting.  
Fr. Todd, Lauren, Carter and Andrew Bryant, Lauren McNulty, Ngozi 
Adimora, Leslie Nirider, and Robi Lasiter stayed at this site, and worked 
the next three days to scrape, clean and paint.  They also with the help of Randy, Jeff, Madison and Elliot, 
repaired the sagging porch roof, which was endanger of becoming a much bigger issue.   
 

Halfway through the first day, Ms. Lilian invited us into her home, where she surprised us with a 
wonderful lunch of shrimp patties and rice.  She even fixed macaroni and cheese for the kids.  As 
wonderful as the lunch was, we were more touched by the many stories she told of her life growing up in 
Dulac.  It had definitely not been an easy life.  Growing up, there was no school in Dulac for her to attend, 
so she never learned to read or write.  Her mother died when she was 6.  
Her father was disabled, so she became “mom” to her younger brothers 
and sisters.  She married at 15, and remembers thinking that the man she 

married must be rich because his family had 
curtains and a tablecloth!  Despite living in 
such an impoverished area, Ms. Lilian 
considers herself rich beyond measure 
because she has the love of her family and 
friends.  She kept telling us that we were 
such a blessing to her, but I know that those 
of us who worked on her home came away 
knowing that we were the ones who were 
actually blessed by getting to know her! 

D IRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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The second site was the home of Ms. Thibodeaux.  Her house had been 
struck by lightning, causing a fire that nearly destroyed the home.  She 
said that they lost just about everything they owned, including clothing 
and furniture.  She had been in a car accident several years ago, 
requiring four surgeries.  She is still 
recovering, and needs a walker to get 
around.  She is a single mom, who is 
not only raising her three children, but 
also a six year old son of her sister’s as 
well.  Previous mission groups had 

completed the rebuilding of the interior walls, re-wiring of the electrical, 
and plumbing.  The task for the Ascension group was to lay ceramic 
flooring throughout the house.  Makayla King, Kimberly Bryant, and 
Randy Hotz took on this challenge. They were able to complete flooring 
for the living room, dining room, kitchen and kid’s room.  (We believe 
that Kimberly may have found a new calling as a tile installer!  It is a 
skill that can definitely now add to her resume!)  Mrs. Thibodeaux said 
that she didn’t know what she would do without the volunteers who 
were helping her to rebuild her home.  She said they have all really 
touched her heart, because they didn’t know her and didn’t have to 
help, but chose to anyhow.   

 
The final site was at the home of a man named Roy, who was also 
rebuilding due to the loss of his previous home, .  He was building what he 
described as his “dream” home, so he was very particular about how 
things were done!  The team at this home consisted of Samantha King, 
Elliot Nirider, Jeff & Christina Parker, Madison King, and Doug Lasiter.  
Their job was to place ceiling tiles throughout the home.  Normally a 
bracket is installed on the ceiling, and tiles are slid into place.  Mr. Roy, 

however, wanted each tile nailed into place, so the job was made a little 
more challenging.  Mr. Roy watched over the installation with a keen eye.  
We were particularly impressed with Elliot as he installed, removed, and 
re-installed tile after tile at the request of Mr. Roy with an endless 
amount of patience and grace!  The 
end product was beautiful, and Mr. 
Roy was very grateful for all the hard 
work that the team put in.   
 

 
Most of us went on the mission trip thinking that we were going out into 
the world to help others and to make some kind of impact in their lives.  
And we did!  However, going on mission trip brought many unexpected 
blessings our way, as well.  Evenings would find us sitting around the dorm 
discussing the day’s events and catching up on each other’s experiences.   We’d share the fun part of our 
days (such as the day our flooring “experts” glued themselves to the floor!) as well as our frustrations.  There 
were so many lessons learned.  For instance, many of us went to each home thinking that we knew what 
needed to be done to get the job done.  However, what we thought needed to be done wasn’t always what 
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the homeowner wanted.  We learned that in order to really help, we had to meet each individual where they 
were, and let them show us how to help.  We learned the true meaning of patience, as well.  We would get 
frustrated and impatient having to sit around and wait for supplies to be delivered, only to learn that the 
homeowner has been working for two years to get their home to its current condition.  They’ve had to wait 
for permits, for parts, for money to buy more parts, and for volunteers to arrive to help.  It put our hour of 
waiting for a new bucket of paint, or for some additional ceiling tiles into perspective.  An additional, and a 
particularly special blessing, was the way our group grew together.   We started out as a group of people who 
each attended the same church and worshipped together, but only had a cursory relationship with each 
other.  We left Dulac as a bonded family who had come to know and appreciate each other for who we are as 
individuals.  We found that by fulfilling God’s command to go out and serve others, we ourselves were being 
served and blessed.  All of our lives were enriched by the experience, and each one of us expressed the 
desire to go again next year!   
 
We’re already in contact with Dulac for our return trip in the summer of 2016.  We’re hoping that many more 
of you will come along on the journey with us!  
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Senior Bus Trip 
 Mark your calendars for the following dates and watch the bulletins and future Tiding Editions for updates, 
payment deadlines and details.   

 Saturday, October 24:  We will experience Texian Market Days at the George Ranch Historical Park. 

 Thursday, November 12: We have the bus confirmed for that date but are still working on the trip 
plans.  Please watch for details in the church bulletin. 

 There will be no bus trip in December. 

Memorial Walkway Pavers - 

Thank you for your interest in adding to the Memorial Walkway. 

There were approximately 30 Memorial Walkway Paver order 

forms picked up this summer.  One form and payment has been 

returned to the office.  Please help us be good stewards of our 

landscape, we would like to place an order for more than one 

paver.  If you need to have a form, or have questions about 

making the dedication, please contact Leslie at 

membership@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org or call at 713-781-1330. 

 

Photo Directory - 

Send us your selfies!  Three photos have been added to our directory this 

summer, but it would be great to add more.  The program works well with 

cell phone  snapshot or scanned  photos. Please send a favorite  to 

membership@ascensionepiscopalchurh.org.  You can always send an 

update later if you tire of the one you send us.  Help us in our fellowship.  

The Directory is password protected on our website or you can ask us for a  

printed document. 

Looking Ahead:  
 

 Aug 18 - Ascension School Starts 

 Aug 22 - Bishop’s Missional Communities 

Workshop 8am-4pm 

 Aug 23 - Ministry Leader Luncheon (Please RSVP.) 

11:45am 

 Aug 27 - Parent Convocation 6:15pm  

 Aug 29 - Mission Trip Stockholder’s Event  

 Sept 6 - Labor Day Sunday, No Sunday School, No 

Breakfast 

 Sept 7 - Labor Day, No School, Church Office 

Closed, No ELP 

 Sept 12 - Daughters of the King Will NOT Meet this 

month 

 Sept 12 - First Parent’s Night Out of the Year! 5pm 

 Sept 13 - MINISTRY FAIR!! (Parish Hall 9:30 - 10:15, 
Come, it will be informative and delicious! Vote, who 

has the best booth and tastiest treat!) 

 Sept 19 - “Splash - In Movie” at the Rector’s House, 

BBQ, Bocci Ball, and movie. 

 Sept 20 - Invitaion Sunday 

 Sept 20 - Seafarerls Kick-off 

Sept 20 - Sunday School Classes Begin 

 Sept 23-25 - GTKA Classes 
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Please see the following announcements from our Reach Out Team: 
 

ATTENTION: All Bakers and Shoppers: 

We need baked goods (cookies, cupcakes, muffins, brownies) or individual packaged drinks (ice tea, water, 
coke, sprite) by August 23 or 30. If you prefer to bring fruit, please bring it August 30th. We want to share 
our Ascension hospitality with our local Fire Station, Police, and Constables, so please sign up to bring 
something. If you have questions, please email Cindy at golferb1@sbcglobal.net.  We look forward to 
delivering these blessings the week of August 31- Sept 5 with a formal invitation to join us the following 
Sunday. Thank you! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

It’s Bring a local Hero to Church Day, September 6 (Labor Day Weekend) at the 10:30am service. Please 
invite and if possible bring a police officer, EMT, firefighter, Constable, or other Hero so we can thank 
them.  Father Todd will bless them during our service, too. If you see one driving around or out in the 
community, please tell them how much the Ascension Church would like the opportunity to thank them 
and bless them for their service in protecting us! Thank you for spreading the news. 

 

DISASTER BUCKET PROGRAM 

Thank you Ascension Family for all your donations to the Disaster Bucket Program. 
Now for the next phase.  If you know of someone in your community, who has 
experienced a disaster and can benefit from this ministry, please let us know.  We 
want to reach out to those in need and help ease the stresses disasters often bring.   

Ministry Fair 
September 13th!! Ministry fair will be amazing.  Pastor Todd 
touched on it a bit in his letter, but here are some more details.   

 

Each ministry will have a booth set up, decorated however they 
please. Each booth will also be serving a yummy breakfast/brunch 
item.  So in lieu of breakfast on this morning, you will travel from 
booth to booth to learn about the different ministries, all the while 
sampling what they have to offer.   There will be a competition to 
determine who had the yummiest treat, the most  creative booth, 
and other such categories.  Come to church and find out where you 
fit in!! 

Worship 

Hospitality 
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Hat Day!   
The ladies of the Ascension wear many “hats” during their life of Christian 
Ministry.  They serve the Lord in a wide variety of ways from Prayer Teams to 
Altar Guild. So on Sunday, September 13th, they are invited to wear a hat.  Please 
wear your lovely hat, a baseball hat, a gardening hat, or any other hat you may 
choose to celebrate all you do for the life of the church and in the service of  Christ.  
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WHAM has a special request 
 

Ascension is very generous with their food donations, however with children back to school,  

their pantry is being depleted of specific items.  We will, of course, accept all non-expired food 

donations, but are asking parishioners to pull out all the stops and donate the following five most 

needed items  (in no particular order): 
 

1. Size 5 diapers 2. Cup -a-soup for the homeless clients 

3. Jelly/jam any flavor in plastic jars if possible (for the homeless clients) We will not                 

            refuse glass jars 

4.   Dry beans of any kind 5. Can soups/ramen noodles. 
 

Let’s Fill the Narthex!!  

Game Night at Ascension 
Board game night is returning to Ascension. October 3, from 5:30-9, 

come for fellowship and board games. We will have a wide variety of 

board games, and we encourage you to bring your favorites. We will 

even have a table set up for games for kids. We will provide drinks, 

so bring your favorite finger food/snack to share. We will have 

Mahjong and if we get enough people...Bunko!  For more 

information, contact James Berrie (berriejw@gmail.com) 
 

Can’t wait to see you there! 

  Daughters of the King 

The Daughters of the King will not hold their regular meeting in the parish hall 

on Saturday, September 12th.  Instead, they will attend the Diocesan Fall 

Assembly to be held on September 11-12th at Camp Allen. For more 

information and registration forms, go to the website at www.dokdot.org.  

Reminder:  There is no Sunday School or Breakfast on Sunday September 6, in observance of Labor 
Day.  AES, the ELP Program, and the church office will all be closed on Monday, September 7. 
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ACTIVITIES AND OFFERINGS 

 Preview:  We will be hosting a Financial Peace 

preview at 2:30 on Saturday, September 6.  This free 

session will answer questions about the class and 

give people a preview of what to expect. This is the 

same time the class will be hosted, so those 

attending the preview have a reasonable expectation 

of travel and time.   
 

Class: Financial Peace is a class by Dave Ramsey about finding peace with your finances. This is not a 

"get rich quick" scheme, but rather building wealth with what you have. It is a 9 week class starting on 

September 20, 2014 at 2:30PM, and each class is about 2 hours long.  Register for the class by going 

to the church website and following the link or going to www.daveramsey.com/fpu, click Find A Class, 

and search for the Ascension class (it's pretty simple to find). Cost for a membership kit is $100, and 

only one kit is needed per family.  Membership kits include all necessary materials, Dave's book, 

additional tools, and access to online resources.  If you have already taken FPU before, you can use 

your previous kit; no need to buy a new one. Kits may be purchased when registering for the class, or 

from me before the first class. For more information contact James Berrie (berriejw@gmail.com).  If the 

cost is stopping you from attending, please speak with Fr. Todd or James Berrie, for possible 

scholarship opportunity.  

September 20th—A Busy Day at Church! 
 

Sunday School Kick-Off -  We begin our newest Sunday School 

year, for both adults and children.  As discussed by the director of 

Religious Education and the rector, there are new offerings.  The 

adults will hear from Deacon Mary for two weeks on her vision for 

Ascension, and the following ten weeks will be Pastor Todd’s 

teaching on the Daring Way.   
 

 

Come back to breakfast!!  Hot breakfast returns in the regular 

Sunday morning rotation.  Each breakfast team does something a 

little different, but all of them serve eggs and yummy bacon.  

Please remember to support this ministry with a recommended 

$3 donation for adults and $2 for children.  This nominal fee 

helps to cover the cost of supplies.  If you would like to start a 

cook team, or join an existing one, please let us know with a quick 

email to the office.  

 

Seafarer’s Kick-Off - Each year we participate in this wonderful 

program under the direction of Alan Burton.  Please see all the 

details on page 22 of this document.  

 

Invitation Sunday - Bring your friend, family, neighbor, or stranger 

to church.  Invitational postcards are available in the narthex on 

Sunday, September 6.  

Altar Flowers 

Please check the flower chart 

posted in the narthex and 

consider making a dedication 

and donation. The cost is 

$100.00, but any amount is 

acceptable and goes toward the 

cost of the flowers.  There can 

be more than one dedication per 

Sunday.  Flowers will be on the 

Altar every Sunday except during 

Lent.  If you have any questions 

call Ann Burton.  713-782-6572  
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SEAFARER ’S M INISTRY 

Seafarers’ Ministry Christmas Gift Box Program Starts  
Sunday September 20th thru Sunday October 18th  

 
Ascension Episcopal Church and Ascension Episcopal School are sponsoring the Seafarers’ Ministry Christmas Box 
Program starting September 20th and running a full month. The church participates in this program every year 
and with the help of our school we will continue to build this wonderful outreach effort. There will be a collection 
area in the Narthex of the Sanctuary for the church or items may be taken to the school office. 
 
Crew sizes vary between 8 and 30, with an average number of 22 seafarers to gift per ship. In 2013, we placed 
10,378 gifts on board 432 ships which had seafarers from 69 different countries! These gifts had been donated to 
the seafarers by 228 churches and organizations! The Christmas boxes are personally carried to each ship by your 
staff of Port Chaplains. We begin shortly after Thanksgiving and continue gifting seafarers until all the gifts have 
been distributed!   
 
Please bring items such as: 
 
 BAND-AIDS COMB DENTAL FLOSS 
 DEODORANT DISPOSABLE RAZORS FLASHLIGHT 
 KLEENEX & Q-TIPS LOTION & LIP BALM NAIL CLIPPERS 
 NEEDLE & THREAD SHAVING CREAM SOAP & SHAMPOO 
 TOOTHBRUSH TOOTHPASTE ADDRESS BOOK CALENDAR 
 DISPOSABLE CAMERA GUM & HARD CANDY KEY CHAINS 
 PAPER & ENVELOPES PENCILS & PENS PLAYING CARDS 
 PUZZLES & GAMES POSTCARDS SOCKS 
 STAMPS TEXAS SOUVENIRS T-SHIRTS 
 BASEBALL CAPS 
 

The seafarers appreciate these items tremendously. As there are very few women and children onboard the ships 
these days, we would request that the gift be primarily for male seafarers. Year around donations of magazines 
(especially National Geographic, Reader’s Digest, news, entertainment, sports, and science and nature 
magazines), paperback books, jigsaw puzzles and other games, PlayStation 2 games, videos and DVD’s are 
appreciated. 
 
Look for the “drop off” boxes in the Narthex and Parish Hall.  Your gifts will be collected, sorted, and packed by 
students from Ascension Episcopal School on Community Service day which is November 24 and delivered to the 
Episcopal Ministry at the Port of Houston. 

We need Shoe boxes!!   
 
In addition to  the items collected in the Seafarer’s Christmas Box Program, please 
give shoeboxes.  It is these boxes that the children use to package the items.  They 
may be dropped off in the narthex with your donated goods.  
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WHAM Food Drive… 

We now receive nonperishable food items for 

distribution to those in need in our community every 

Sunday. These items are moved to the West Houston 

Assistance Ministry facility for distribution by 

volunteers. Look for the wooden box in the Narthex!  

Contact: office@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org  

Staff 

The Rev. Todd Bryant, Rector;  

The Rev. Mary Reddick, Deacon; 

Robi Lasiter, Director of Religious Education 

Dr. Nancy Ginsburg, Choir Director;  

Leslie Nirider, Membership;  

Suzanne Anderson, Organist;   

Samantha King, Secretary;  

Ann Seitz, Bookkeeper 

Lifeline is a nondenominational social and support 

group for widows and widowers.  Meetings are the first 

Thursday of each month in the Parish Hall at 7:30 PM.  

For more information please contact  

Jackie Clift 

281.497.2663 or email jackieclift5@hotmail.com  

Hurricane Season Is Here 
The Disaster Response Committee  wishes to remind 

all parishioners of the forms now available on the 

church website: 

http://www.ascensionepiscopalchurch. 

org/disaster-ministry.html  

 

On that page are two downloadable  forms: 
 

1. An Equipment/Service sign-up sheet – these 

volunteers only to be called upon during a 

disaster response situation. 

2. A Member Assistance form for those who may 

have special needs – due to physical handicaps, 

living alone, or lack of proximity to friends 

and/or family. If you do not have computer 

access, please contact the church office and 

these forms will be provided.  
 

Ascension Disaster Response Committee 
 Lee Nirider  713-464-8544 

 Jim Jackson  713-785-6909 

 Faye Armstrong 281-558-6817 

 Suzanne McMath 832-687-0864 

The Mission of Ascension Episcopal Church 
Our Mission as faithful followers of Jesus Christ is to love the Lord  

and one another unconditionally.  We proclaim God’s truth found in  

Holy Scripture and make disciples through Evangelism and Christian 

Education, while ministering joyfully to all God’s people. 

The Vestry 

Mike Black (Sr. Warden), John Searle (Jr. Warden), 

Jeri Platt (Clerk), Thom Fenner, John Edel, James 

Berrie, Matt Murphy, Carol Goulet, Michael Fox, 

Clement Falayi, Cindy Breton, Cheryl Coppock, and 

The Rector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The School Board 

The Rector, Amy Criswell (President), Terry Kahn 

(Vice President), Ann Seitz (Secretary), Gemma Wil-

liams (Treasurer), Dana Murphy, Cindy Cadle, Todd 

Breton, Shay James, Marike Owen, Beatrice Menen-

dez, Patrick Gallagher, and Ex–officio members: 

The Sr. Warden, The Jr. Warden, and The Head of 

School 

Remember Ascension Episcopal Church and School in 

your will. 

Contact: Leslie Nirider at  

membership@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org  


