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Welcome 
You’ve found home.  

  

A church home, no matter your background, how you see God today, or how challenging your 
journey is right now, you belong here. At Ascension Episcopal Church, we strive to be a 

welcoming and safe place for all people to belong. We hope you encounter the radical love of 
God and the love of His church community right here.   

  

We’re a multi-generational spiritual center, with grandparents, parents, singles, teens and 
children living out the central invitation from Jesus to Love God, Love Others, and Serve the 

World. We smile a lot around here, and it’s authentic!   
  

We believe that people desire relationships over religion; our Sunday services are engaging and 
hope-filled; fun and church worship are not mutually exclusive. Love and joy are the byproducts 

of life with God and with each other.  Come experience the beauty and love of Christ with us.  

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY.  
  

We offer two services; our 8:00 am Worship service is a Rite I Traditional Eucharist Service, 
without music and our 10:30 am Worship service is a Rite II Contemporary Eucharist Service 

with organ and choral music. 
  

Our Nursery is available from 9:30 to noon on Sunday mornings.  The safeguarded staff 
maintains a healthy and safe environment for your children.   

  

From 9:30am to 10:15am, join us in person in the Church Library for Adult Sunday School and 
upstairs with Mrs. Allison for Children’s Sunday School. 

  
Voices of small children are always welcome. 

Please take a moment to silence your cell phone. 

Mission Statement 
  

It is the Mission of Ascension Episcopal Church 

to love and worship Jesus Christ through scripture and prayer,  

to love and serve one another through fellowship and community outreach,  

to prepare and send out disciples to grow God’s kingdom.  

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  Permission to reprint, 
podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-725275, and 
from CCLI license #287774. All music used with permission by St. James’ Music Press #21245. 
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PRELUDE  Prelude in G Minor        Johann Christian Kittel (1732 – 1809) 
 

The Word of God 

 

Entrance Rite 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN 76               WINCHESTER NEW 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

 

Priest  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE S 236         A Song of Praise (Canticle 13)      RUTTER 
The following is sung, all standing 

 
 Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 
  you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
 Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; 
  we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

 Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 
  on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
 Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 
  we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

 Glory to you, beholding the depths; 
  in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
 Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
  we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.  
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

 
 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him 
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are 
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess 
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 
The people sit. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
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A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

 1“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice.  
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching.” 
 5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6“I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand 
and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 
  7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, I tell you of them.” 
 

 
 
Silence may follow. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 29 
Remain seated. The Psalm is sung by the choir. The antiphon is a sung response. Please sing the 
antiphon where the [ANT.] is indicated.  

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

ANTIPHON:  
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SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 
The people sit. 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and the other Gentiles]: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He 
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commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

 
 
Silence may follow. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 697     My God, accept my heart this day    SONG 67 
All stand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 
All stand. 

 

 

13Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to 
him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON                  (BCP p. 358) 

Welcome Guest Priest 
The Rev. Sutton Lowe 

 
THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 
 

 We believe in one God,  
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made,  
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation  
   he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again  
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 359) 
All remain standing. 

  
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
 For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
 For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Sean, the Presiding Bishop; Andy, Hector, Kai, Jeff , and Brian, our bishops; 
Desmond, our Interim Rector and for all bishops and other ministers; 
 For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 
  

Hear us, Lord; 
 For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Silence 
The People may add their own thanksgivings 

 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
 And praise your Name for ever and ever 



 

10 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
 Who put their trust in you. 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

  
Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 
  

 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest stands and says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Prayers for Birthdays & Anniversaries and those who are Traveling  
If you are a visitor or guest, please scan the QR code in the announcements section 

 of this bulletin and give us your contact information.  Let us connect with you!   
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 
 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his 
courts. Psalm 96:8 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN O day of peace that dimly shines          JERUSALEM 
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AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
   Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow  LEVAS 56 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B (BCP P. 367) 
The People remain standing. 
 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 367) 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to 
shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 
SANCTUS S 125           Holy, holy, holy      PROULX 
Celebrant and People 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 368) 
The People stand or kneel. 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
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Celebrant and People 
 

 We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory; 
 
EPICLESIS (BCP p. 369) 
The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [__________ and] all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
People and Celebrant 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

 
A Period of Silence  

 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM S 165  Jesus, Lamb of God              MATHIAS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AT THE COMMUNION 
 

• All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion.  
• To receive the bread, place your right hand, palm up, inside of your left.  
• To receive a gluten free wafer please place your palms together.  
• You may then either drink from the cup or dip the bread into the wine.   
• If you wish to receive just a blessing, please cross your hands over your chest.  

 
INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. This is the table, not of the Church, but of 
the Lord. It is Christ’s will that those who seek him will meet him here at God’s 
table. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 120    SOLEMNIS HAEC FESTIVITAS 

The sinless one to Jordan came 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted  
 us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
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 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
 to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Priest blesses the people, saying. 
  

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 444           THORNBURY 

Blessed be the God of Israel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
 

 
 

POSTLUDE         Fughetta in C Minor         Johann Krieger (1651 – 1735) 

Priest  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  
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Annual Meeting 
Annual Meeting will be held on January 25th, 2026.  It will be a potluck lunch, followed by a 

meeting which will welcome our newest vestry members, say good-bye to those who are 
exiting, confirm by nomination our Council Delegates, discuss upcoming budget and hear 

the yearly reports.   This is a crucial information meeting.  Please make an effort to attend, 
this is a great time to ask questions and hear information about the future of Ascension.  

Tuesday Bible Study  
The Tuesday Bible Study which meets at 6:30pm is studying The Letter to the 

Hebrews using N.T. Wright's "Hebrews for Everyone" 20th Anniversary Edition beginning 
Tuesday January 13. All are welcome and encouraged to attend even if you don't have the 

book: in-person in the library or by Zoom which is found in the Happenings, or ask the 
office to send it to you.  

Annual Meeting Potluck Lunch 
Please bring a dish to share to the Potluck Lunch that will precede the Annual Meeting. All 

of lunch will be provided by you, so please bring meat dishes, casseroles, salads, sides, 
whatever your heart desires.  We thank you for sharing your culinary treats with your 

Ascension family.  

Giving Statements  
I know we are all excited to file our taxes and I have had several inquiries about giving 

statements.  Please know the bookkeeper is hard work and you will be mailed a statement 
by January 24th.  If you have not received your final statement by then, please let us know 

and we will be happy to provide you with a copy. Thank you.  

Welcome Guest Priest, The Rev. Sutton Lowe 

We would like extend a warm Ascension welcome to the Rev. Sutton Lowe.  He 
will be preaching and celebrating with us at both services today.   Fr. Sutton 
started his time at St. John the Divine as a Summer Seminarian in 2022. He 

returned to join the staff full-time in 2023. Sutton serves as both Curate and 
Director of Youth Ministry. He attended seminary at Duke Divinity School in 
North Carolina and holds a bachelor’s degree from Baylor University. He and 

his wife, Marleigh, have one daughter.  
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Stephen Ministry celebrates 50 years  
The Stephen Ministry celebrates 50 years with it’s conference on Saturday, January 24, 
2026.  It is being held at St. John the Divine and they have cordially invited members of 

Ascension to attend.  It fills up fast, usually over the Christmas holiday, so sign-up fast.  The 
website has a schedule of topics that will be discussed as well as options for ordering a 
boxed lunch.  You may go to the their website (stephenministries.org) and click on the 

learn more button on the home page under the 50th anniversary banner, or use the link in 
the happenings.  About a week before the conference, registrants will receive via email a 

map noting parking options at St. John the Divine. 

  Jan 11th Jan 18th Jan 25th 

  
First Sunday  

after the Epiphany 
Second Sunday  

after the Epiphany 
Third Sunday  

after the Epiphany 

Vestry of the Week 
Al Crosby and  
Tex Wariboko 

Dave Bergquist and 
Volunteer 

Tom Sutton and Ken 
Kingdon 

Altar Guild Sutton Smith Dipuma 

Lessons 

Isaiah 42:1-9,  
Psalm 29,  
Acts 10:34-43,  
Matthew 3:13-17 

Isaiah 49:1-7,  
Psalm 40:1-12,  
1 Corinthians 1:1-9,  
John 1:29-42 

Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1, 
5-13, 1 Corinthians 1:10-
18, Matthew 4:12-23 

Sunday School Teachers 
Allison Garcia & 
Julie Downs 

Allison Garcia & 
Al Crosby 

Allison Garcia &  
Tom Downs 

Ushers 
Edwin and Jolie  
Murvee 

Cristina Mattern and 
Margo Kaplan 

Liz and Chad Goodman 

8 am Lect./Intercessor  Glenn Criswell Tom Downs  Ken Kingdon 

1030am Lect./Intercessor  Ngozi Adimora Pam Schwabrow Mike Black 

Acolyte Edlishia Murvee Chloe Schwabrow Mathlide Barker 

Stream Team Enoch Falayi Yvette Mattern Emerson Goodman 

Post Service Coffee 
Al Crosby and Loretta 
Law 

Cristina Mattern and 
Margo Kaplan 

Annual Meeting  
Potluck Luncheon 

Stay Alert  
The office has received a couple of strange emails claiming to be from Fr. Desmond.  This 
happens occasionally with scammers and fraudsters. If you get a communication from Fr. 

Desmond that seems suspicious, if it is asking for personal information, or requesting 
funds, DO NOT respond to it, just delete it and let Sam in the office know.  
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Thank you for  

worshipping with us! 

Prayers 
To make prayer requests, please write your request on the prayer card available in the 

narthex and drop it in the plate. You may also update, add, or remove prayer requests by 
sending an email to office@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org.  

  

Pray for peace in the world: In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for the Anglican 
Church of Canada.  In the Diocese of Texas Cycle of Prayer, pray for St. Paul’s of 
Katy, St. Philip the Evangelist of Houston, St. Stephen’s of Houston, and St. Thomas’ 
of Houston.  
  

Pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation: The Adimora-Nweke 
Family, Blake, Alice, Sharon, Alan and Ann, Joanna, Dion, Jim, Cory, Olive, Glorianna, 
Stephanie, John, Ellen, Jack, Ray, Lucia, Katy,  Lucia, Angela, Pat, Olive, Carissa, Maria 
Isabel, CJ, Margaret, Pam, Mary, Megan, Ann, Valerie, Cathy, Mary Jane, and those 
known privately to us.  
  

Pray for our college students: Robert Downs, Nifemi Falayi, Charlie Goodman, 
Madeleine Mattern, Max Murvee, Temi Ogunmesa 

Giving  
A quick an easy way to give to the church!! If you would like to give 
your pledge, make a donation, contribute to specialty music or flower 
campaigns, or any other reason, simply scan the QR code to the right, 
make your contribution, and leave a message as to what it is for.  

Welcome Visitors 
Please take a moment to let us know who you are!!  Scan the QR 
code to the left and fill out the form.  This will allow us to connect 
with you and get to know you and your family.   


