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Welcome
You’ve found home.
A church home, where whatever your background, however you see God today, no matter
how challenging your journey is right now, you belong here. At Ascension Episcopal
Church, we strive to be a welcoming and safe place for all people to belong. We hope you
encounter the radical love of God and the love of His church community right here.
We’re a multi-generational spiritual center, with grandparents, parents, singles, teens and
children living out the central invitation from Jesus to Love God, Love Others, and Serve
the World. We smile a lot around here, and it’s authentic!
We believe that people desire relationships over religion; our Sunday services are engaging
and hope-filled. And, I believe that fun and church worship are not mutually exclusive.
Love and joy are the byproducts of life with God and with each other. Come see and
experience the beauty and love of Christ with us.

Welcome home!

The Rev. Mark W. McDonald

Join us every Sunday.
We offer two services; our 8:00 am Worship service is a Rite I Traditional Eucharist
Service, without music and our 10:30 am Worship service is a Rite II Contemporary
Eucharist Service with organ and choral music.
Our Nursery is available from 10 to noon on Sunday mornings. The safeguarded staff
maintains a healthy and safe environment for your children.
Join us in person in the Church Library for Adult Sunday School,
from 9:30am to 10:15am.
Voices of small children are always welcome.
Please take a moment to silence your cell phone.
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PRELUDE

Morning Prayer

Gilbert Martin

The Word of God
Entrance Rite
ENTRANCE HYMN 473

Lift High the Cross

CRUCIFER

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355)
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Priest

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355)
The Celebrant may say

3

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
SONG OF PRAISE S 280

The following is sung, all standing

Glory to God

POWELL

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357)
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly;
and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast
to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Amos.
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Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
6
buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
4
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Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

PSALM: Psalm 113

Remain seated. Please read responsively by half verse.*

Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; *
praise the Name of the Lord.

1

Let the Name of the Lord be blessed, *
from this time forth for evermore.

2

From the rising of the sun to its going down *
let the Name of the Lord be praised.

3

The Lord is high above all nations, *
and his glory above the heavens.

4

Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high, *
but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

5

He takes up the weak out of the dust *
and lifts up the poor from the ashes.

6

He sets them with the princes, *
with the princes of his people.

7

He makes the woman of a childless house *
to be a joyful mother of children.

8
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SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's First letter to Timothy.
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
6
who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle
(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
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Reader

The Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
SEQUENCE HYMN
All stand.
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There is a Balm in Gilead

LEVAS 203

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13
All stand.

Priest

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned
him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of
your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the
manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have
decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome
me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive
oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children
of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the
children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest
wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
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“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is
your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.”
1

Priest

The Gospel of the Lord.

People

Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THE SERMON - THE REV. MARK W. MCDONALD+(BCP P. 358)
THE NICENE CREED (BCP p. 358)
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 359)

Stand or kneel as you are able. The Leader and People pray responsively.

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, the Presiding Bishop;
Andy, our Bishop, Hector our Bishop Assistant; Mark our Rector and for all bishops,
priests and deacons:
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for Joe, our President; Greg, our Governor; Sylvester, our Mayor; and for
all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints, [especially __________], who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
We pray for: Cathie, Alice, Frances, Landon, John, Dion, Jim, John, Albert, Cory,
David, Todd, Stephanie, John, James, Ellen, Greg, Jack & Jean, Shirley, Lucia, Jean,
Bobby, Dennie, Lance, Lucia, Angela, Olive, Carissa, Kelley, Laura, Pete, Hillary,
Maria Isabel, C.J., Margaret, Mary, Kathy, David, Ann, Valerie, and those known
privately to us.
We pray for peace in the world. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the
Anglican Church of Brazil and in the Episcopal Diocese of Texas Cycle of prayer,
we pray for St. Mark's of Beaumont, St. Paul's of Orange, St. Paul's of Woodville,
and St. Stephen's of Beaumont.
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We invite you to offer your prayers and thanksgivings.
Silence

(The People may add their own petitions.)
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360)
All stand.

Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Prayers for Birthdays & Anniversaries and those who are Traveling

If you are a visitor or guest, please scan the QR code in the announcements section
of this bulletin and give us your contact information. Let us connect with you!

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
OFFERTORY ANTHEM I was there to Hear Your Borning Cry

Ylvasaker

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;
In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.
When you heard the wonder of the Word, I was there to cheer you on.
You were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong.
If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk ‘till rising sun.
In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young.
I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun.
When the evening gently closes in, and you shut your weary eyes,
I’ll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise.
I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.
PRESENTATION HYMN 380 vs 3
From all that dwell below the skies

OLD 100TH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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The Great Thanksgiving

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B BCP P. 367
The People remain standing.

Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

SANCTUS S 129

Celebrant and People
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Holy, holy, holy

POWELL

The People stand or kneel.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [__________ and] all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363)
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
FRACTION ANTHEM S 154

Christ our Passover

HURD

INVITATION (BCP p. 364)
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. This is the table, not of the Church, but of
the Lord. It is made ready for those who love God and for those who hope to love
14

God more. So, come, you who have faith and you who have doubts. Come if you
have been here often, and come if you have not been here long. Come if you have
followed, and come if you have stumbled, come, because it is the Lord who invites
you. It is Christ’s will that those who seek him will meet him here at God’s table.
Come!
AT THE COMMUNION
•
•
•
•
•

All baptized Christian welcome to receive communion.
To receive communion, place your right hand inside of your left to receive the bread.
To receive a gluten free wafer please place your palms together.
You may then either drink from the cup or dip the bread into the wine.
If you do not wish to receive communion, cross your hands over your chest to receive
a blessing.

COMMUNION HYMN 550

Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult

RESTORATION
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365)
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING

The Priest blesses the people.

POST-COMMUNION HYMN 594
God of grace and God of glory
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CWM RHONDDA

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)
Priest

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Fantasia on Crucifer

Gordon Young

From riteplanning.com.
Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.
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The Altar flowers are given to the glory of Almighty God by
Dick Stabell in Thanksgiving for his many blessings.

Sunday School
Sunday School for both adults and children starts today at 9:30! Christian
Formation will meet every Sunday. Adults are gathering in the Church
Library, bring your coffee, and will be taught by Fr. Mark. Children and
Youth will meet with Allison Garcia in the youth room.

Upcoming Dates and Deadlines:
Sept 29 WHAM Benefit Luncheon
Oct 2 - St. Francis Blessing of the Animals, 5pm in the Dog Park
Oct 10 Deadline for Memorial Paver
Oct 28 Trunk or Treat, School Hosted, 6pm
Oct 31 Deadline for name submission for All Saints Candle
Oct 31 Book Fair Sunday
Nov 6 - All Saints Sunday

Memorial Walkway Pavers
We would like to rededicate the Memorial Walkway as a part of our All Saints Day
celebrations on Sunday, November 6th. If you would like to purchase a paver as a memorial
or to honor a birth, baptism, anniversary or favorite person, we are taking orders.
Complete the form available in the Narthex and return it to the church office or email
office@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org to have a form sent to you electronically.
Dedications are limited to 16 characters per line. The cost is $100.00 per paver. Who will
you honor? What event might you commemorate? If you have questions, please call or
email the church office. Orders must be received by Monday, October 10, 2022.

St. Francis Pet Blessing
From dogs to cats to the occasional reptiles, bring your pet to church on Sunday,
October 2nd, at 5pm. Fr. Mark will hold a short service, in the dog park, and bless
each pet individually.

18

WHAM Benefit Luncheon
WHAM hosts its annual Luncheon Benefit on Thursday, Sept. 29 at 11 am. This year’s
guest speaker is none other than 2022 Astros Hall of Fame Inductee, Terry Puhl! Our very
own Marissa Goette is chairing this amazing event and you are all invited to attend. Please
speak to Michelle Feagin or Samantha if you are interested in attending (her table is full,
but you can still directly purchase a ticket by going to the WHAM website). The Faith,
Hope, and Love Benefit Luncheon raises funds to help those in our community who are
going through hard times; they are met with hope and compassion and provided food,
financial assistance, and employment resources to get them back on their feet. It is thanks
to the support of community members like you that they are able smile again after
receiving desperately needed assistance! Please join us - for a worthy cause and a
celebration worth your time!
Ascension School is hosting a Trunk or
Treat event on October 28 at 6pm. Come
join them!! Set up your car, get in costume
and pass out treats to local children. If you
would like to support the event, but just can’t make it, there will be a donation box in
narthex for candy and treats that can be distributed by others.
September 18, 2022
Fifteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
Carol Goulet and
Carroll Prasad
Sutton

September 25, 2022
October 2, 2022
Sixteenth Sunday
Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost
after Pentecost
John Searle and Ken Todd Breton and Pam
Kingdon
Schwabrow
Morales
Dipuma

Lessons

Amos 8:4-7,
Psalm 113,
1 Timothy 2:1-7,
Luke 16:1-13

Amos 6:1a,4-7,
Psalm 146,
1 Timothy 6:6-19,
Luke 16:19-31

Ushers

Liz and Chad Goodman

8 am Lect./Intercessor

Glenn Criswell

Vestry of the Week
Altar Guild

Cristina Mattern and
Margo Kaplan
Ken Kingdon

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4,
Psalm 37:1-10,
2 Timothy 1:1-14,
Luke 17:5-10

Todd and Cindy Breton
Todd Breton

1030am Lect./Intercessor Carroll Prasad

Tim Sloan

Pam Schwabrow

Stream Team

Mike Black
Cristina Mattern and
Margo Kaplan

Cooper McDonald
Jim Anderson and
Donna Mahoney

Post Service Coffee

Charlie Goodman
Joni McDonald and
Roxanne Haase
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Staff:

The Rev. Mark McDonald, Rector
Alice Serralta, Organist Choirmaster
Linda Parks, Bookkeeper
Samantha King, Office Administrator

mark@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org
alice@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org
finance@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org
office@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org

Your Current Vestry
To Annual Meeting of 2023— Jim Anderson, Ken Kingdon, Dipo Ogunmesa, John Searle
To Annual Meeting of 2024— Pam Schwabrow, Carroll Prasad, Troi Malveaux, Jackie Bergquist
To Annual Meeting of 2025— Mike Black, Todd Breton, Funmi Falayi, Carol Goulet

Welcome Visitors
Please take a moment to let us know who you are!! Scan the QR code to
the left and fill out the form. This will allow us to connect with you and
get to know you and your family.

Giving
A quick an easy way to give to the church!! If you would like to give your
pledge, make a donation, contribute to specialty music or flower campaigns,
or any other reason, simply scan the QR code to the right, make your
contribution, and leave a message as to what it is for.

It is always great to see you!
Have a Fantastic Week!!
20

