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Welcome 
You’ve found home.  

  

A church home, no matter your background, how you see God today, or how challenging 

your journey is right now, you belong here. At Ascension Episcopal Church, we strive to be 

a welcoming and safe place for all people to belong. We hope you encounter the radical 

love of God and the love of His church community right here.  Love and joy are the 

byproducts of life with God and with each other.  Come experience the beauty and love of 

Christ with us.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 
  

It is the Mission of Ascension Episcopal Church to worship Jesus Christ, love one another, 
and prepare disciples to grow God’s kingdom.  

  

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY.  
  

We offer two services; our 8:00 AM WORSHIP SERVICE is a Rite I Traditional Eucharist Service, 
without music and our 10:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE is a Rite II Contemporary Eucharist Service 

with organ and choral music. 
  

Our NURSERY is available from 9:30 to noon on Sunday mornings.  The safeguarded staff 
maintains a healthy and safe environment for your children.   

  

From 9:30am to 10:15am, join us in person in the Church Library for ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL.   
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL takes a summer break, but stayed tuned for fun summer events. 

  

Voices of small children are always welcome. 
Please take a moment to silence your cell phone. 

 
From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or 
stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-725275, and from CCLI license #287774. All 

music used with permission by St. James’ Music Press #29371   
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PRELUDE 
 

The Word of God 

 

Congregation Stands 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 492    Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness  FINNIAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
 

Priest  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE S 280   Glory to God     POWELL 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
  

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant 

us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become 

partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
The people sit. 

 

A Reading from the book of Ezekiel. 
 

1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 

teeth are set on edge”? 3“As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “this proverb shall no more 

be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well 

as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

  25Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 

way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from 

their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they 

have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the 

wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 

their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that 

they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of 

Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is 

it not your ways that are unfair? 
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  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 

ways,” says the Lord GOD. “Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 

iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 

committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 

you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone,” says the 

Lord GOD. “Turn, then, and live.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-8 
Please read responsively by half verse at asterisk.* 

 

 1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 

   let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 

 2Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

   let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

 

 3Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

   and teach me your paths. 

 

 4Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

   for you are the God of my salvation;  

   in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 

 5Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 

   for they are from everlasting. 

 

 6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

   remember me according to your love 

   and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

 

 7Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

   therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
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 8He guides the humble in doing right * 

   and teaches his way to the lowly. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi. 

 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 

in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the 

same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God,  

  did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 

presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

 

 
 

 

“At this time, children 2nd grade and under are invited to join Children's Bridge 

Worship. They will rejoin this service at the Peace for Holy Communion.” 
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SEQUENCE HYMN 686     Come, thou fount of every blessing           NETTLETON 
All stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 

to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 

and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 

question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 

these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 

us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 

afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We 

do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 

doing these things.  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 

and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but 

later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the 

same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will 

of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For 

John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 

tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 

change your minds and believe him.” 
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON (BCP p. 358) 

 

THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 
 

 We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 
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  For us and for our salvation 

   he came down from heaven: 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

   and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

  He has spoken through the Prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III  (BCP p. 387) 
Congregation kneels.  The Leader and People pray responsively. 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray for the church and the world.  
 

Leader Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

People That we all may be one. 
 

Leader Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Leader We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People That there may be justice and peace on the earth.   
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Leader Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader Give to the departed eternal rest; 

People Let light perpetual shine upon them.   
 

Leader We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People May we also come to shar e in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others; 

 
The people may add their own petitions. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

All Most merciful God,  

 we confess that we have sinned against you 

 in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  

 and by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

 have mercy on us and forgive us;  

 that we may delight in your will, 

 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

 Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 

 the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.  
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THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 
 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 
 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his 

courts.    Psalm 96:8  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN     Be Thou my vision             Text: Eleanor Hull 

Music: Richard Shephard 

 

AT THE PRESENTATION H380, v3                  OLD 100TH 

All stand.   From all that dwell below the skies 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heavenly host:  

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B BCP P. 367 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
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Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to 

new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

 

SANCTUS S 128    Holy, holy, holy    MATHIAS 
Celebrant and People 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People stand or kneel. 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
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For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 

Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 

made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 

truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 

is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 

this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 
Celebrant and People 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 
The Celebrant continues 

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 

be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us 

to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 

by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 

Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [__________ and] all your 

saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 

author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
People and Celebrant 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

  and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM S 154  Christ our Passover   HURD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 

for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 439         What wondrous love is this        WONDROUS LOVE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 
The Priest blesses the people, saying 

 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 

and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN 450           CORONATION 

All hail the power of Jesus’ Name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 

Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of the Almighty God in 

thanksgiving for His many blessings. 

 

Memorial Walkway Pavers   
As is tradition, we will be rededicating the Memorial Walkway as a part of our All Saints 
Day celebrations on November 1st. If you would like to purchase a paver ($100.00) as a 
memorial or to honor a birth, baptism, anniversary or favorite person, please return the 

completed to the church office or email your request. Dedications are limited to 3 lines, 16 
characters per line. The cost is $100.00 per paver. Who will you honor? What event might 

you commemorate? Orders must be received by Tuesday, October 6, 2026. 

 

Family Retreat 
St. John the Divine invites you to attend the third annual SJD Family Retreat 

from October 9-11, 2026.  They will once again go to Camp Tejas. For 
questions or more information contact: Rev. Libby Garfield: lgarfield@sjd.org. 

 

Book Fair Sunday, October 4th  
Sun., Oct 4th is Book Fair Sunday! Come support the school by picking up some new reading 
material for the young ones in your life. Someone will be available to help you following the 

10:30 service. To support the teachers, look for wish lists and make a donation.   
 

AES Spaghetti Supper October 7th, 4-6pm  
The Spaghetti Supper is Wednesday October 7th from 4-6pm. Tickets must 

be purchased in advanced (just use the QR code to the left); there will be no 
tickets sold at the door.  This is great time to support the school at this tasty 

fellowship opportunity and you will be able to shop the Book Fair!   
 

Trunk or Treat 
Join us for our annual Trunk or Treat on October 30, from 4pm to 6pm. 

Help make this a memorable community event for the school and 
neighborhood! Enjoy a fun and safe evening of trick-or-treating, decorated 
trunks, candy, warm drinks, snacks, and fellowship. Bring the whole family! 
Please sign up to host a trunk and continue this wonderful way to connect 

with our school community.  
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Giving    

A quick an easy way to give to the church!! If you would like to give 

your pledge, make a donation, contribute to specialty music or flower 

campaigns, or any other reason, simply scan the QR code to the right, 

make your contribution, and leave a message as to what it is for.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a Wonderful Week!! 

PRAYERS 
To make prayer requests, please write your request on the prayer card available in the 

narthex and drop it in the plate. You may also update, add, or remove prayer requests by 

sending an email to office@ascensionepiscopalchurch.org.  
  

In addition to praying for the members of our Ascension family  

as we did during the communion, we also pray for peace in the world.   
  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand and 

Polynesia and in the Diocese of Texas Cycle of Prayer, we pray Holy Comforter of Spring,  

Kiswahili Church Plant of Huntsville, San Esteban of Cleveland, and St. Aidan’s of Cypress.  
  

Pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation: The Adimora-Nweke 

Family, Jack, Beatrice, Alice, Sharon, Alan and Ann, Joanna, David, Ronnie, Dion, Sam, 

Cory, Stephanie, Cora, Ellen, Jim, Jack, Ray, Lucia, Angela, Sayge, Pat, Olive, Maria Isabel, 

CJ, Margaret, Nancy, Pam, Megan, Ann, Valerie, and those known privately to us.  
  

Pray for our college students: Robert Downs, Nifemi Falayi, Charlie Goodman, Madeleine 

Mattern, Max Murvee, Temi Ogunmesa, Miriam Rafaat 


